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1. Introduction 

 

Mammoth Pacific, LP (MPLP) is currently operating the MP1 power plant (also called 
G-1) which is located in the southeast portion of the “Magma” private property in 
the northwest quarter of Section 32, Township 3 South, Range 28 East of the 
Mount Diablo Meridian. The MP-I plant was the first geothermal power plant to be 
built at the Mammoth Pacific Complex, commencing operation in 1984 under a 
Conditional Use Permit issued by Mono County.  Ormat Nevada, Inc., the owner of 
MPLP, proposes to replace the existing MP-1 plant with a new, modern, efficient, 
and more advanced generation plant.  MPLP will build the new plant slightly to the 
east of the existing plant, and keep the existing MP-1 plant operating until the new 
plant becomes commercial.  MPLP will close and decommission the old plant after 
the new plant becomes commercial.  At that time the MP1 plant site will be 
reclaimed through the removal of the existing power plant facilities within the MP-1 
site.  The site will be reused as an equipment yard to support the Mammoth Pacific 
operations as it is adjacent to the Mammoth Pacific offices and existing 
maintenance yard.  The existing offices, maintenance yard, and warehouse next to 
the MP-1 site will remain.   
 
This Reclamation Plan (Plan) is prepared in compliance with Mono County General 
Plan requirements (Chapter 35) and is designed to meet the reclamation 
requirements of the MP1 plant site. The reclamation techniques and methods in this 
Reclamation Plan are based on successful revegetation/reclamation programs 
initiated at the existing Casa Diablo Power Plants. 
 
 

2. Reclamation Plan 
 
a)Removals: 

 
The reclamation plan addresses all surface disturbance within the MP1 plant site. 
In general, the reclamation plan includes measures for minimizing erosion; 
demolishing structures; regrading cut-and-fill slopes; and revegetation of slopes 
and establishing the majority of the site for use as an equipment yard.  
 
Removal, disposal or utilization of residual equipment, structures, refuse, etc. At 
project decommissioning, all buildings and ancillary facilities will be reclaimed by 
having all structures removed and taken off-site. The on-site electric systems, 
geothermal and fire suppression water pipelines will be removed. The foundations 
for the plant, retaining walls, and asphalt pavement will be removed. All above 
ground pipeline structures will be removed including the pipe and supports. Plate A 
provides an orthophoto of the existing site and identifies the facilities to be 
removed.  The liner at the bottom of the existing retention pond will be removed 
and soil will be tested for possible hydrocarbon contamination.  All contaminated 
soils will be removed and disposed of in accordance with state and local health and 
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safety ordinances.  All other waste to be disposed of will also be done in 
accordance with state and local health safety ordinances.  
 

b) Revegetation/Slopes/Erosion: 

 
A site reclamation plan is provided on Plate B attached. Once facilities have been 
removed from the plant site minor grading to shape the existing pad to slope to the 
southeast and backfill of the existing retention pond will be completed.  The pad, 
upon completion of regarding, will be covered with gravel to provide an all weather 
pervious surface for vehicles that will significantly reduce erosion and runoff 
through percolation of rainfall and snowmelt.   As part of the reclamation plan 
grading the existing slope on the west and south sides of the plant site will be 
extended down to the reshaped pad.  The majority of the existing slope on the 
west and south will be disturbed during removal of the fire suppression mains.  
Final reclaimed slopes, will not exceed 2:1 (horizontal:vertical).  The slopes will be 
revegetated and protected with an erosion control blanket.  
  
The natural revegetation and planted vegetation that has already occurred on 
previously disturbed areas for the existing Casa Diablo Power Plants serve as a 
basis for determining the plant species and topographic features necessary for 
successful reclamation. These methods in use already include the design and 
construction of stable slopes, minor regrading, ripping or sub-soiling to de-compact 
and loosen compacted soil, topsoiling, surface preparation through fine grading, 
reseeding and revegetation (or natural revegetation). Stable topographic surface 
and drainage conditions will be established to control erosion, prevent 
sedimentation, and to blend with the surrounding landscape. 
 
Surface runoff and drainage will be controlled by silt fencing or straw wattles until 
the gravel has been placed on the pad and new vegetation has developed to a 
point of controlling erosion. Erosion control methods will be designed to handle 
runoff from not less than the 20-year/ 1-hour intensity storm event. 
 
Seeding of disturbed areas would be completed using the following seed mixture 
and application rate. 
  
 
 Species   Pure Live Seed 
   (Pounds per Ac.)  

Big sagebrush (Artemisia tridentata) 0.5 
     Antelope bitterbrush (Purshia tridentata) 4 

 Desert peach (Prunus andersonii) 2 
Indian ricegrass (Achnatherum hymenoides) 2 
Western needlegrass (Achnatherum occidentalis) 2 
Squirreltail (Elymus elytnoides) 3 
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Spurred lupine (Lupinus argenteus var. heteranthus)  2 
 Chicalote, prickly poppy (Argenione munita)            1 

 
Total: 16.5 

 
 
Preferably, seeds for this project would be collected within the immediate vicinity of 
the project area. If this is not possible due to poor seed availability, seed from the 
following ecological subsections or sections the area borders on would be 
acceptable: 
 
Eastern Slopes Subsection of the Sierra Nevada Section; and Mono Section (Miles 
and Goudey 1997 — map available). If availability still presents a problem, the seed 
mix may be modified in consultation with the Forest Service. Planting will be done 
during the most favorable part of the year to establish vegetation. 
 
c) Wildlife Habitat. 
 
No federal- or state-listed threatened or endangered species are known to occupy 
or frequent the Project area; however, there are five species of special concern to 
the Forest Service and CDFG associated with this habitat: mule deer, pine marten, 
northern goshawk, California spotted owl, and sage grouse. With removal of surface 
facilities and revegetation there would be no residual impacts to these species. 
 
d) Wetland habitat 
 
There are no perennial streams or other surface waters located within the Project 
area. A “blue line” streams is identified adjacent to the MP1 site along the northerly 
boundary on the U.S. Geological Survey (USGS) topographic map (“Old Mammoth” 
quadrangle, 1:24000 series). The blueline stream is an ephemeral/intermittent 
identified as a stream“riparian conservation area” (RCA) by the USFS under the 
SNFPA ROD (USDA, Forest Service 2004).  The stream flows southeast through the 
Casa Diablo geothermal development area emergency spill containment basin then 
draining into Mammoth Creek approximately 0.8 miles from the site. 
 
3. Inspections 
 
A request for annual inspection will be submitted to Mono County Energy 
Management Department once each calendar year until construction activities arc 
completed, resuming again once abandonment activities commence. Requests for 
annual inspections will be accompanied by a written report prepared by a qualified 
professional which identifies to what extent the reclamation at the site conforms or 
deviates from the approved reclamation plan. 
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