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1 INTRODUCTION 

1.1 PROJECT OVERVIEW AND BACKGROUND 

1.1.1 Project Overview  
Mono County (County) is assessing the feasibility of County water rights holders participating 

in the Walker Basin Restoration Program (WBRP), which is the water transaction program  that 

is managed by the Walker Basin Conservancy (WBC). The County is evaluating existing 

General Plan policies and proposing policy amendments that could allow transactions that 

would not cause adverse effects to County resources. 

The proposed policy amendments would define the framework and conditions under  which the 

WBRP could operate in the County and define the types of transaction agreements that would 

be permissible.  

The project analyzed in this Initial Study (IS) (referred to as the project) consists of the new 

policies and actions and a conceptual water transaction program for water rights holders in 

Mono County . The conceptual transaction program is considered as part of the project in order 

to analyze the potential environmental effects of the policies and does not in any way represent 

the intention s of the County or the WBC.  

The following types of water transactions are analyzed as part of the project:  

1. Long-term leasing (2 or more years) and/or permanent transfer of decree rights 

that include the acquisition of the associated water righted land;  

2. Temporary lease of decree flow rights and storage rights for no more than 1 year; 

and 

3. Purchase of surplus storage water.  

The separation of flow rights from the water -righted land is viewed as too risky for the future 

management of County agricultural, wet land, and biological resources. Consequently, the 

Proposed Amendments  explicitly preclude s the Walker Basin Conservancy from entering into 

flow -rights only transactions.  

1.1.2 Lead Agency Name and Address  
Mono County  

Community Development Department  

Post Office Box 347 

Mammoth Lakes, CA 93546 
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1.1.3 Contact Person and Phone Number  
Contact: Bentley Regehr 

Planning Analyst  

760-924-4602 

bregehr@mono.ca.gov 

1.1.4 General Plan and Zoning Designation  
Mono County has an integrated land use designation and zoning code. Land w ith associated 

decree water rights in the East and West Walker Rivers are generally designated as Agriculture 

(AG). 

1.1.5 Project Location  
The project location encompasses the Walker Basin in Mono County, including Antelope Valley, 

Bridgeport Valley, and all connected tributaries, lakes, and reservoirs (Figure 1.1-1). The County 

is located in east-central California, on the eastern slopes of the Sierra Nevada mountains.  

The County covers approximately 3,030 square miles of land area, but is sparsely settled, with a 

ƖƔƕƔɯ×Ö×ÜÓÈÛÐÖÕɯÖÍɯƕƘȮƖƔƖȭɯ,ÖÙÌɯÛÏÈÕɯÏÈÓÍɯÖÍɯÛÏÌɯ"ÖÜÕÛàɀÚɯÙÌÚÐËÌÕÛÚɯÙÌÚÐËÌɯÐÕɯÛÏÌɯ 

town of Mammoth Lakes (the only incorporated city). The remaining residents live  in 

ÜÕÐÕÊÖÙ×ÖÙÈÛÌËɯÊÖÔÔÜÕÐÛÐÌÚɯÛÏÈÛɯÐÕÊÓÜËÌɯ ÕÛÌÓÖ×Ìɯ5ÈÓÓÌàȮɯ2ÞÈÜÎÌÙɯ"ÙÌÌÒɤ#ÌÝÐÓɀÚɯ&ÈÛÌȮɯ

Bridgeport Valley, Mono Basin, June Lake, Mammoth vicinity, Upper Owens, Long Valley, 

Wheeler Crest, Tri-Valley, Benton Hot Springs Valley, and Oasis.  

The County shares a long common boundary with the state of Nevada, and also borders four 

Nevada counties (Douglas, Lyon, Mineral and Esmeralda) and five California counties, 

including the counties of Inyo, Fresno, Madera, Tuolumne, and Alpine. Bridgeport is the Mono 

County seat. 

1.1.6 Project Area  
The following section describing the project area is summarized from the 2014 Resource 

Conservation District preliminary studies of potential impacts of water transaction program 

(Ciotti, Aylward, Merrill, & Young, 2014)  

1.1.6.1 Walker  River Basin  

The Walker River Basin drains from the Sierra Nevada range in California south of Lake Tahoe 

to the terminal Walker Lake in the Great Basin area of Nevada, as shown in Figure 1.1-2. The 

Walker River Basin covers a 2,525,184-acre area. The East and West Walker Rivers and their 

tributaries are the headwaters of the Basin in northern Mono County, CA. The West Walker 

River flows northeast from the Sierras through  the Antelope Valley and past the Topaz Lake 

reservoir, and into Nevada. The East Walker River flows from its headwaters northeast through 

Bridgeport Valley and into Bridgeport Reservoir. The outflow from Bridgeport Reservoir passes 

through a small canyon and into Nevada. The two forks join to form the Walker River just 

before the town of Yerington, in Lyon County, Nevada.  
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Figure 1.1-1 Walker River Basin  
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Figure 1.1-2 Walker River Basin and Project Areas  

 

 


























































































































