
FEASIBILITY STUDY REPORT

Wildlife Vehicle Collision Reduction On US 395 Near Mammoth Lakes
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STUDY AREA LIMIT
CROWLEY LAKE DR,

18.00, 7

SECOND LARGEST HOT SPOT 
BETWEEN MAINTENANCE STATION 
AND MT. MORRISON RD. 19.34, 24

BETWEEN MT. MORRISON RD. & BENTON 
CROSSING RD. (BIGGEST HOT SPOT IN D9);

20.00, 52

HOT CREEK 
HATCHERY RD, 22.70, 9

23.00, 27

MAMMOTH CR, 
25.00, 14

JCT 395/203,
26.00, 16

STUDY AREA LIMITS 
27.00, 1

JCT SR 158,
40.30, 3

CONWAY RANCH RD,
60.00, 12

69.50, 16

BODIE RD SR 270
69.80, 6

THIRD BIGGEST HOT SPOT IN D9, 
JUST N. OF BUCKEY RD,

81.00, 29

SR 108 SONORA JCT 
94.00, 6

E. SIDE LN, 
WALKER,
106.30, 1

COLEVILLE, 
112.00, 4

CA/NV BORDER,
120.48
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US 395 MONO CO TOTAL DEER MORTALITY By POST MILE
2002-2015

Total Deer Mortality= 1668

Legend:
Post Mile, Deer Mortality 



Hotspot #1
Mt Morrison Rd to 
Benton Crossing Rd

Hotspot #2
McGee

Hotspot #3
Hot Creek Hatchery Rd

Hotspot #5
Jct US 395 / SR 203

Hotspot #4
Buckeye Rd

Hotspot #6
Bodie Rd

Deer Mortality 2002 - 2015

Value
High 

 

Low 



Mono County Hotspots
Hot Spot
Ranking

Name Length (miles) Deer Mortality
per year

Total Deer
Mortality
(14 years)

Deer Mortality
per year per 

mile

Notes

1 Mt Morrison Rd 
to Benton 

Crossing Rd

0.47 6.1 80 12.93 Addressed in 
Study

2 McGee 0.43 4.2 56 9.84 Addressed in 
Study

3 Hot Creek 
Hatchery Rd.

0.41 2.6 34 6.38 Addressed in 
Study

4 Buckeye Rd. 0.74 4.5 60 6.03

5 Jct 395 / SR 203 0.4 2.0 29 5 Addressed in 
Study

6 Bodie Rd. 0.44 2.0 31 4.5



Study Area Limits

Deer Mortality 2002 - 2015

Value
High 

 

Low 

Hotspot #1
Mt Morrison Rd to 
Benton Crossing Rd

Hotspot #2
McGee

Hotspot #3
Hot Creek Hatchery Rd

Hotspot #5
Jct US 395 / SR 203





Wildlife Overcrossing

Wildlife FencingWildlife Undercrossing At Bridge

Wildlife Undercrossing  



Concept 1 
$53.3 million 

• 18 miles of fencing on 395 and 203
• 4 new crossing structures on 395 
• 1 new crossing structure on 203
• Mammoth Creek wildlife crossing 

improvements



Concept 2 – 395 Only
$41.6 million • 13 miles of fencing on 395 

• 4 new crossing structures on 395 
• Mammoth Creek wildlife crossing 

improvements



Concept 3
$33.6 million

• 13 miles of fencing on 395 
• 4 new crossing structures on 395 

• 3 Large mammal, 1 medium mammal
• Mammoth Creek wildlife crossing 

improvements



Concept 4 – North Only
$16.9 million • 8 miles of Fencing on 395 

• 2 new crossing structures
• Mammoth Creek wildlife crossing 

improvements



Concept 5 – South Only
$18.5 million • 7 miles of fencing on 395 

• 2 new crossing structures on 395 
• Focus on largest hot spots



Concept 6 – Seasonal 
Deer Signage

• Would operate during Spring and 
Fall, dusk to dawn.

Concept 6 – Seasonal 
Signage

$20,000 a year



Concepts Location Primary Features Cost 
(millions)

Remarks Hotspots Addressed

1 US 395 and SR 203 4 New Large Mammal Crossings on 395
1 New Large Mammal Crossing on 203

Mammoth Creek Improvements
18 miles of wildlife fencing

53.3 Fully integrated system to 
reduce WVCs on SR 203 and 395

1, 2, 3, 5

2 395 4 New Large Mammal Crossings on 395
Mammoth Creek Improvements

13 miles of wildlife fencing

41.6 Same as Concept 1 but Excludes 
SR 203

1, 2, 3, 5

3 395 3 New Large Mammal Crossings on 395
1 New Medium Mammal Crossing on 395

Mammoth Creek Improvements
13 miles of wildlife fencing

33.6 Same as Concept 2 but utilizes 
Medium mammal crossing 
instead of large mammal 

between Mammoth Creek and 
overcrossing structure at PM 

23.36

1, 2, 3, 5

4 395 - North Only
(Benton Crossing 

Rd to SR 203)

1 New Large Mammal Crossing on 395
1 New Medium Mammal Crossing on 395

Mammoth Creek Improvements
8 miles of wildlife fencing

16.9 No crossing structures or 
fencing south of Benton 

Crossing Rd.

3, 5

5 395 – South Only
(Crowley Lake Dr

to Hot Creek 
Hatchery Rd)

2 New Large Mammal Crossings on 395
7 miles of wildlife fencing

18.5 No new crossings opportunities, 
fencing, or improvements north 

of Hot Creek Hatchery Rd.

1, 2

6 Seasonal Signage Portable Changeable Message Sign during 
migration season and night time hours

.02/Year Rental and maintenance



Concepts Considered But Not 
Chosen

1. Wildlife detection systems and active signage – Doppler and Infra-red
• All documented case studies on 2 lane facilities (much narrower crossing lengths)
• Reliability issues leads to drivers ignoring signage
• costly

2. Electric fencing
• Shorter fencing heights, but more costly system to maintain and purchase
• If fence section becomes de-energized then deer can easily jump over

3. Reflectors/Mirrors
• Was tried in the past but deemed inconclusive at scaring deer away
• Was implemented on the deer fence in 1969 between SR 203 & Sherwin Creek Rd.



Crossing on SR 203



Mammoth Creek 



Overcrossing by Hot Creek Hatchery Rd.

Typical Overcrossing Section

Elevation View



Caltrans Districts Total Deer Mortality Years of Collection Deer Mortality per year

District 9 2023 14 144.5

District 10 3010 11 273.6

Other Study Areas Description Length (miles) Deer Mortality per
year

Deer Mortality per 
year per mile

Notes

Study Area Crowley Lake Dr. to
SR 203

7.14 27.6 3.86 14 years of data

District 3 
Undercrossing Project

SR 89 -Kyburz Flat 1.1 4 2.59 7 years of data

District 4 I280 between San 
Jose and San 

Francisco

22 45 2.06 8 years of data

Reno to CA/NV border I80 8 10.5 1.31 2 years of data

Southern Utah, east
of Kanab

Highway 89 12 115 Unknown Unknown

How do we compare to other areas?



NEXT STEPS….



Questions?


