EXPANSION

of Pinyon and Juniper Trees in the Great Basin

and changing the ecosystem,
eading to some fairly serig

During mastication, live trees
are shredded with a spiked,
rotating drum attached to a
tractor. It can be done any
time the soil is dry enough to
avoid excessive compaction.

Prescribed fire reduces both
trees and shrubs. Areas treated
with prescribed fire have lower
shrub cover than those treated
with cutting or shredding even
Six years after treatment.

Prescribed fire removes live
trees and consumes much of
the wood on the ground, al-
lowing later wildfires to be less
intense and less severe.

Shredding produces mulch that
can increase water infiltration
rates and reduce erosion.

Prescribed fire causes short-
term increases in runoff and
soil erosion. But this should

be evaluated in the context

of the big picture — avoiding
more serious conseqguences of
encroachment and wildfire.

Shredding aids in wildfire sup-
pression by bringing the fire
from tree tops to the ground.

Warm and dry sites are not
well-suited to prescribed fire,
especially if native grasses are
missing from the understory.
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