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The Future
and

Proactive Collaboration

Where do we go from here?



“Change is the law of life.  And those who look only to the 
past or present are certain to miss the future.”
John F. Kennedy

The Future



“Change is the law of life.  And those who look only to the 
past or present are certain to miss the future.”
John F. Kennedy

The Future

 Focused on what’s Ahead
 Keenly Aware of the Present
 Looks Back for Grounding
 Committed Partner, Steady
 Even Tempered, Forgiving

Artemisia de Galena



“It’s time to build conservation partnerships between the 
federal government and state governments, local 
communities and private landowners.  In all these efforts, we 
see the future of conservation.”  George W. Bush

Bi‐State Local Area Working Group
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Bi‐State Action Plan

 Science‐Based, Adaptive
 Engaged Stakeholder Foundation
 Coordinated Interagency Approach
 Sustained Collaborative Effort, Mature
 “Roadmap to Conservation” ‐ FWS 2013



“A conservationist is one who is humbly aware that with each 
stroke [of the axe] he is writing his signature on the face of 
the land.”  Aldo Leopold

Strategic Implementation
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Strategic Implementation

 Science Provides the Underpinnings, but
 Applied Conservation is an Art
 Implemented in a Social & Regulatory Context
 Be Hard on the Problem, Easy on the People
 Develop a Shared Vision, Look for Common Ground 



“A conservationist is one who is humbly aware that with each 
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Strategic Implementation

 Be Patient, Manage Expectations
 Take a Surgical Approach, Consider Other Values
 Ground Truth, Go to the Field
Monitor Implementation, Grow Knowledge Base
 Learn from Mistakes, Adjust & Move Forward



“Conservation is not merely a thing to be enshrined in 
outdoor museums, but a way of living on land.”
Aldo Leopold

Long‐Term Commitment
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Long‐Term Commitment

 No One Here Gets Out Alive
 Not Steady State Systems, Manage for R&R
 Sage Hens are Only the Catalyst
 Far Reaching Conservation Implications
 Think About the Legacy



“Conservation and rural-life policies are really two sides of 
the same policy; and down at the bottom this policy rests 
upon the fundamental law that neither man nor nation can 
prosper unless, in dealing with the present, thought is 
steadily given for the future.”  Theodore Roosevelt

A Matter of Listing?
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A Matter of Listing?

 Proposed Rule to List as Threatened ‐ FWS 2013
 The “Fear Factor”
 Stay Above the Fray
 Focus on Conservation
Make Listing Irrelevant



Questions/Discussion?

“All ethics so far evolved rest upon a single premise: that the 
individual is a member of a community of interdependent 
parts.”  Aldo Leopold


