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Project Goals

1. Understand current visitor use patterns and develop long-
term strategies to manage use and better connect visitors to
the park experience.

2. Incorporate best practices for managing visitor use to
protect resources and promote high-quality visitor
experiences, while meeting legal requirements.

3. Continue to protect the unique resources in Yosemite
National Park




National Park Service Mission

Organic Act (1916)

..to conserve park resources and to
provide for their use and enjoyment
“in such a manner and by such means
as will leave them unimpaired for the
enjoyment of future

generations.” (16 U.S.C. §1)
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Visiting Yosemite Wilderness on Foot 5
Free wilderness permits are required year-round for all
overnight trips into Yosemite Wilderness.

Natural areas present hazards. You are responsible for your
safety. Be prepared for rapidly changing weather conditions. {
Do not use this map for hiking. USGS topographic maps or

detailed trail maps are available at visitor centers.

Visiting Yosemite National Park by Road

Some roads may be closed or have detours or delays. Visit

‘www.nps.goviyose or phone 209-372-0200 for updated
formation.
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Park Purpose

The purpose of Yosemite National
Park is to preserve the dynamic
setting within the park’s boundaries,
including soaring granite domes,
dramatic cliffs, towering waterfalls,
ancient sequoia groves, expansive
wilderness terrain, and free-flowing
wild and scenic rivers; to celebrate
the cultural and historic traditions
of the Central Sierra Nevada,
including thousands of years of
human history; to perpetuate the
American conservation ethic; and to
provide opportunities for scientific
exploration, recreation, education,
and inspiration for generations to
come.
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Park Significance

Significance statements express why Yosemite National Park
resources and values are important enough to merit
national park unit designation.

Fundamental Resources and
Values

Fundamental resources and values are those features,
systems, processes, experiences, stories, scenes, sounds,
smells, or other attributes determined to merit primary
consideration during planning and management processes
because they are essential to achieving the purpose of the
park and maintaining its significance.
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Planning and Data to Inform the Planning o

* General Management Plan (1980)
* Half Dome Trail Stewardship Plan (December 2012)

* Restoration of the Mariposa Grove of
Giant Sequoias (December 2013)

 Merced Wild and Scenic River Management Plan
(March 2014)

* Tuolumne Wild and Scenic River Management Plan
(June 2014)

* Yosemite Foundation Document (December 2016)

* Reservation Systems in Response to COVID, etc.
e Traffic Improvement Pilot (2021-2022)

* Horsetail Fall Event Management
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Primary Issues This
Plan Will Address

* Vehicular crowding and road
congestion

* Parking lot congestion

e Quality of visitor experience

* Impacts on park resources

* Protection of meadows, wildlife, and
other natural resources

* Protection of culturally significant
assets




Planning
Framework

Overview

Define Visitor Use
Build the _ Management  ywWHAT
Foundation gupera®© ' Direction @
Law
Agency Policy
Sliding Scale
Public
/ \ Involvemen t @
Implement, Monitor, Identify Management
Evaluate, and Adjust Strategies

(3)How



Visitor Use
Management Framework Steps

Steps:
Clarify project purpose and need.

Review the area’s purpose
and applicable legislation,
agency policies, and other
management direction.

Assess and summarize existing
information and
current conditions.

Develop a project action plan.

Understand why the

Steps:

Define desired conditions
for the project area.

Define appropriate visitor

activities, facilities, and services.

Select indicators and
establish thresholds.

Describe the conditions
to be achieved or maintained and
how conditions will be tracked
over time.

Steps:

8. Compare and document the
differences between existing
and desired conditions, and,
for visitor use-related impacts,
clarify the specific links to visitor
use characteristics.

9. Identify visitor use management
strategies and actions to achieve
desired conditions.

10. Where necessary, identify
visitor capacities and additional
strategies to manage use levels

Ste

ps:

2. Implement

management actions.

13. Conduct and document

ongoing monitoring, and
evaluate the effectiveness
of management actions in
achieving desired conditions.

1. Adjust management

actions if needed to achieve
desired conditions, and
document rationale.

project is needed, and develop the

2 itcome: Implement management
project approach. P 9

strategies and actions, and adjust
based on monitoring and evaluation.

within capacities.
11. Develop a monitoring strategy.

Outcome: Identify strategies to
manage visitor use to achieve or

maintain desired conditions.
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The VUM Framework in the NPS ?

Context Matters:

Seasonality and timing
* User groups
* Environment

* Impacts to resources and
experiences

* Accessibility and sustainability
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Other Applications of Council Guidance
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Project Phases

Phase 1: Foundation
& Problem Analysis

Phase 2: Explore
Solutions

Phase 3: Decision-
making

eEstablish purpose of and need for project
e|ldentify issues
eDevelop project objectives

eReview data and previous studies

eExplore viable concepts and strategies

eAssemble concepts and strategies into
preliminary alternatives

eDetermine relevant indicators and thresholds

eConfirm strategies
eDevelop draft plan

ePublic & stakeholder review

eExplore desired conditions

eEngage stakeholders We

ePublic review of strategies

eEngage stakeholders

eEvaluate compliance and consultation needs
eComplete consultation and compliance

eFinalize plan




We want to hear from you!

What experiences in Yosemite National Park are most important to you?

AN

\ [

What have been the best parts of your experiences in Yosemite? What
have been the worst parts?

N [ \ (T [

9 What management practices or strategies has the park used to effectively
address crowding and congestion?
What barriers get in the way of enjoying or visiting Yosemite National
Park?
6 Other thoughts you’d like to share with the project team? }
N
‘/} Provide your thoughts
at: https://parkplanning.nps.gov/YosemiteVisitorAccess
J



https://parkplanning.nps.gov/ROMO_DUVAS
https://parkplanning.nps.gov/yosemitevisitoraccess

We want to hear from you!

HOW CAN | PARTICIPATE?

 Through February 3, 2023, you are invited to participate in the
planning process at this critical stage.

 The information gathered through this planning process will inform

decision-making and priority-setting for public investments over the
next decade.

e See details at:

https://parkplanning.nps.gov/YosemiteVisitorAccess



https://parkplanning.nps.gov/ROMO_DUVAS
https://parkplanning.nps.gov/yosemitevisitoraccess
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