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Overview 

 Overview of NPS NEPA Planning 

Process

 Background

 Purpose and Need

 Proposed alternatives

 Fire Management Zones

 Fire Management Units

 Goal of scoping is to ensure that 

early in the NEPA process, public, 

agency and NPS staff concerns 

are considered when developing 

the scope of the FMP EA.



Park Purpose
 Devils Postpile NM preserves and protects the glacially 

exposed columns of the Devils Postpile, the scenic Rainbow 
Falls, and the wilderness landscape of the upper Middle Fork 
San Joaquin River in the Sierra Nevada for scientific value, 
public interest, and inspiration.
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Overview of the NPS NEPA Planning Process

Step 1: Define objectives and formulate concepts for 

alternatives. 

Step 2: Initiate public scoping: closes Feb 16, 2018

Step 3: Refine alternatives and analyze environmental 

impacts .

Step 4: Prepare Draft Environmental Assessment

Step 5: Public review of Draft Environment Assessment.

Step 6:  Analysis of public comments .

Step 7:  Release Decision Document

Step 8: Prepare Fire Management Plan. Plan





FMP Projects Since 2005:

• Mechanical thinning along road 
and in developed area of park 

• Collaborated with Mammoth 
Lakes FD on improving defensible 
space around buildings in day use 
and administrative areas by  

-- thinning trees 
-- clearing duff /surplus 

materials 
-- replacing wood roofs with 

metal 
-- relocating hydrants

THEN……..

2011 Devils 
Windstorm!!



2011 Devils 

Windstorm affected 

approximately 25% 

of trees in a 

blowdown 

Microbursts left 

huge stacks of 

downed trees 

Required a 

multipronged 

response   



Progressive Response to Reduce Risk

2013 Pile Burning 

Cutting, piling, curing and 

then burning the piles in 

winter

Oct 2015  USFS/NPS 

Interagency Prescribed 

Fuel Reduction Burn



Purpose and Need 

 Existing plan is over 10 years old

 Changes to the environmental setting – blowdown

 Proposing fire and fuels management in designated 

wilderness

 Update impacts

 Update NEPA

 Update NHPA

 Respond to the risk of wildfire

 High concentrations of visitors during fire season

 Vulnerable structures

 Single road provides ingress/egress

 Respond to climate change and identify meadow   

refugia



. Opportunity to use a spatial format for the FMP. 



Sheets provide easy reference for                    
fire managers and firefighters. 



Proposed Fire Management Goals and 

Strategies

1. Manage all fire actions to reduce risk to the public and firefighters, and to protect monument development 
and infrastructure, and adjacent Forest and community resources.

a. Provide an aggressive response to unwanted wildfire.
b. Manage wildland fire incidents in accordance with accepted interagency standards using appropriate 
management strategies and tactics and maximize efficiencies through interagency coordination.

2.  Protect park visitors, staff, and firefighters and reduce the risk to natural and cultural resources from 
unwanted wildfire.

a. Reintroduce low to moderate intensity fire as a disturbance process through understory prescribed 
burning to mimic the past fire regime and reduce the likelihood of high intensity fires like the 1992 Rainbow 
Fire.
b. Use mechanical treatments (thinning, piling, limbing) combined with prescribed fire to reduce fuel loads, 
reduce risk of high severity fire, restore natural fuel conditions, and restore a more natural fire regime. 
c. Manage wildland fire incidents in accordance with accepted interagency standards using appropriate 
management strategies and tactics and maximize efficiencies through interagency coordination.

3. Restore a more natural fire regime and forest structure to increase resilience to the effects of wildfire and 
other stressors.

a. Use a combination of prescribed burning and mechanical treatments to reduce fuel loading and restore 
forest structure.
b. Manage naturally ignited wildfire to increase ecosystem resilience, provide ecological benefits, reduce 
fuel loading, restore forest structure, and restore a more natural fire regime.
c. Use prescribed fire or fuel treatments to reduce conifer encroachment in meadows.
Develop adaptive fire management strategies for managing Soda Springs Meadow as a meadow refugium. 



Proposed Fire Management Goals and 

Strategies

4. Collaborate with Inyo National Forest staff to develop interagency strategies, where appropriate, and to 
develop valley-wide wildand fire and fuels management activities. 

a. Develop an agreement with the Inyo National Forest fire program to clarify roles and 
responsibilities in wildland fire response and delegation of authority from NPS to USFS. 

5. Maintain ecosystem resilience and allow for the ecological benefits of wildfire as lands transition to the 
Wildfire Maintenance Zone.

a. Complete restoration projects to restore forest structure and ecosystem resilience

6. Promote public understanding of fire management program and objectives.  
a. Develop and publish interpretive material regarding wildland fire, prescribed fire, 

and fuels management activities for the public, the NPS workforce, and   
cooperating agencies.  

7. Minimize or avoid unacceptable environmental impacts to natural and cultural resources from fire 
management operations.

a. Identify sensitive areas and outline mitigations to minimize impacts.
b. Utilize Minimum Impact Suppression Tactics (MIST) to protect wilderness character 

and natural and cultural resources.



Proposed Fire Management Goals and 

Strategies
8. Minimize air quality impacts of fire management activities.

a. Provide Air Quality Advisories during wildland and prescribed fire events to inform the public and 

employees about current and expected conditions, and health concerns. 

b. Work with Great Basin and San Joaquin Air Districts during all prescribed fire and managed 

wildfire operations to minimize smoke impacts.

9. Apply the best available science and monitoring to inform and prioritize fire and fuels management. 

a. Continue monitoring fire effects and forest regeneration plots.

b. Continue long term meteorological monitoring.

c. Continue monitoring particulate matter (PM2.5) during the summer months.

d. Identify information gaps that hamper science-based decision making and solicit fire research to 

help fill these gaps.

e. Investigate past and expected fire effects to better anticipate vegetation community change. 

f. Investigate the effects of fire on potential meadow refugia  

g. Investigate the effectiveness of fire or fuel treatments on reducing conifer encroachment in 

meadows.

h. Investigate the effectiveness of fire type and timing on reducing invasive plants in meadows.



Proposed Fire Management Zones 

Wildfire Protection Zone (Orange) is 
proposed for the developed area, and high 
density visitation area of the Postpile  
including the trails. 

Wildfire Restoration Zone (Green) is for 
most of the monument,  where the goal is 
to promote forest health through 
ecological structure as : 

A healthy forest is more resistant to 
catastrophic fire and more resilient to 
medium/low intensity fire. 

Restoration would  reduce risks and be 
implemented with prescribed and/or 
managed fire that is shorter duration,  
lower smoke intensity than catastrophic 
fire. 



More resistant to catastrophic fire

More resilent to moderate fire 
Restoration would be implemented with prescribed and/or managed fire that is shorter 
duration,  lower smoke intensity than catastrophic fire. 
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



Proposed Zoning focus:

--Minimizing the probability of catastrophic fire

--Reduce risks to manageable level



Recognizing that Healthy Forests: 

More Resistant, More Resilient



Ways to Comment



Devils Postpile National Monument 

Questions? Comment? 

National Park Service

U.S. Department of the Interior


