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History

2009: Walker Basin Restoration Program (WBRP) established and funded by 
congressional Desert Terminal Lakes fund.

2012: National Fish and Wildlife Foundation (NFWF) charged with program. 

2012: NFWF entered into Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) with Mono County 
not to appropriate funds until the County has considered a water transfer program.







Photo credit: By Raquel Baranow - Own work, CC BY-SA 3.0, 
https://commons.wikimedia.org/w/index.php?curid=28993516



Walker Basin 
Conservancy

• Protect the watershed of the Walker River Basin and 
restore Walker Lake

• Protect water rights for environmental benefit
• Improve habitat on former monoculture
• 155 ranchers have participated
• 22 permanent water rights transactions
• 4th year of storage leasing program
• All water tracked transparently online
• Created public access to 29 miles of the Walker River
• Established a new Nevada state park
• Expanded Mason Valley Wildlife Management Area



Water 
Transaction 

Criteria 
Objectives

1. To inform the State Water Resources Control 
Board’s (SWRCB’s) consideration of environmental 
impacts under the California Environmental 
Quality Act (CEQA) that may result from water 
transactions in Mono County. 

2. To support the voluntary participation of Mono 
County private property owners and water rights 
holders in a water transaction program consistent 
with the purposes and objectives of the WBRP.

3. To ensure water transactions under WBRP in Mono 
County are consistent with Mono County General 
Plan Conservation and Open Space Element 
Objectives.

4. To satisfy the requirement of the 2012 MOU 
between NFWF and Mono County that Mono 
County input into any Mono County water 
transaction program utilizing DTL funds.



Photo Credit: https://www.worldatlas.com/lakes/walker-lake-nevada.html 





Environmental 
Topics of 
Concern

Photo Credit: https://travelnevada.com/outdoor-recreation/walker-lake/





Photo Credit: https://www.worldatlas.com/lakes/walker-lake-nevada.html 



Photo Credit: https://www.nfwf.org/programs/walker-basin-restoration-program
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