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Dear Chair Salcido and Board Members, 
I am disappointed and baffled to see the Mono County Board of Supervisors 
considering a contract with USDA Wildlife Services for "predator management."  
We in Mono County are stewards of (and belong to) the incredible natural world around 
us. Entering into a contract for killing animals--including a keystone species such as 
beavers, now being reintroduced in many places through the state--does not fit into any 
of the county priorities. In the county's 2023-2024 annual report, environmental 
stewardship was listed as one of the "key areas that are crucial to Mono County's long-
term success." On the report page at the county's website, the county notes that "[w]e 
continue to lead on environmental initiatives, including the protection of our water 
resources, wildlife habitat conservation, and efforts to reduce our carbon footprint..."  
Mono County should be engaging in, supporting, and funding nonlethal wildlife 
coexistence as part of its demonstrated commitment to environmental stewardship, not 
considering funding controversial lethal management tactics. 
Please research USDA Wildlife Services further and obtain greater situational 
awareness, informed by science, history, and common sense (and direct county/shared 
staff to do the same) before spending any more time and public resources on this 
misguided proposal. 
 
Below are a few informational links:  
https://www.npr.org/2024/10/10/g-s1-26426/wildlife-services-usda-wild-animals-killed-
livestock 
 
https://www.vox.com/future-perfect/411304/wildlife-services-usda-meat-industry 
 
https://wildlife.ca.gov/News/Archive/new-cdfw-policy-recognizes-ecological-value-of-
beavers-in-california 
 
 

https://www.monocounty.ca.gov/bos/page/mono-county-annual-report-fy-2023-24
https://www.npr.org/2024/10/10/g-s1-26426/wildlife-services-usda-wild-animals-killed-livestock
https://www.npr.org/2024/10/10/g-s1-26426/wildlife-services-usda-wild-animals-killed-livestock
https://www.vox.com/future-perfect/411304/wildlife-services-usda-meat-industry
https://wildlife.ca.gov/News/Archive/new-cdfw-policy-recognizes-ecological-value-of-beavers-in-california
https://wildlife.ca.gov/News/Archive/new-cdfw-policy-recognizes-ecological-value-of-beavers-in-california


Dear Supervisors: 
 
I urge you with as much emphasis as possible NOT to hire any agency to kill our local wildlife.  As long as I 
have lived here, I am happy that we as a community have done our best to coexist with the animals that 
were here long before us and should remain.  They are an integral part of what makes our community so 
special.  It would be egregious to encourage their unnecessary killing.  Not that it matters but I have lived 
here on and off since 1992 and full time since 2004.  The wildlife is an integral part of the environs.  
Please represent us and do not go through with this proposed plan. 
 
Lynda Wu 
Mammoth Lakes, California 
 



 
To the Board of Supervisors, 
The funding of lethal management is everything that Mono County stands against. The community has 
time and time again requested that wildlife be managed in a way that benefits all wild animals…. The 
tourism that pays the bills in this county is based on our beautiful open spaces and wildlife. Please serve 
and honor those of us who live here by saying NO to “lethal management”. 
Mono county resident since 1995, small business owner / operator Traci Walker Sent from my iPhone 
 



Dear Board Members, 
 
Please see my letter below regarding agenda on the proposed contract with USDA Wildlife Services. I 
respectfully ask that my comments be entered into the public record. 
 
Dear Mono County Board of Supervisors, 
 
I’m writing as someone who lives in Mammoth Lakes, contributes to this community, and believes in 
protecting what makes this place extraordinary. That includes our wildlife. I strongly oppose the 
proposed contract with USDA Wildlife Services. 
 
We’ve seen the results of inaction just in the past few months. Bears have been getting into trash 
again—trash that wasn’t secured, in neighborhoods where bear boxes are missing or broken. And even 
when the rules exist, they are not being enforced. We’ve already had bears relocated or threatened, not 
because they’re doing anything new, but because we still haven’t taken basic steps to prevent these 
situations. That’s not a wildlife problem. That’s a people problem. 
 
Over the Fourth of July weekend, this town was full of visitors. And once again, there was no real public-
facing education about living with wildlife. No flyers at trailheads, no signage in rental units, no 
reminders at key touchpoints about trash or food storage. If we can handle big tourism weekends, we 
can handle bear awareness. But we didn’t. And we keep falling short. 
 
There have also been repeated bear sightings near campgrounds and lodging areas—especially around 
Mammoth Creek and Old Mammoth Road. These are not new hotspots. These are places where we 
already know better infrastructure and consistent outreach could make a difference. If we mapped out 
the calls this season, I’m sure we’d see a pattern. But we don’t act on it. We keep reacting after the fact 
and blaming the animals instead of acknowledging our responsibility. 
 
I’ve supported leaders like Steve Searles who showed us what real coexistence looks like. I believe in 
education, investment, and boundaries—not contracts that authorize lethal responses. What Wildlife 
Services does is not compatible with what we value here. This is not a community that should be quietly 
approving the killing of mountain lions, bears, beavers, or any species that help define this place. 
 
Beavers are being reintroduced across California for a reason. They repair ecosystems and help restore 
balance. Why would we pay to remove them? And wolves are not even present here. Including them in 
this proposal makes it clear that this is not about our specific needs. It feels like a boilerplate contract 
being pushed through without enough local context or care. 
 
If Mono County wants to keep saying it leads on environmental stewardship, this contract is a step in the 
wrong direction. Funding Wildlife Services does not make us safer. It just shifts blame away from the real 
work we need to do. 
 
We can do better. And we already know how. Now I’m asking you to act like a county that is willing to 
follow through on what it claims to stand for. 
 
Thank you for your time and for your service to our community. 
 
Sincerely, 



 
Arianne Weiner, PhD, PCC 
Mammoth Lakes, CA 
Implementing change.com  
 



Dear Chair Salcido and Members of the Board, 

I am writing to strongly urge you to reconsider approving the proposed contract with USDA 
Wildlife Services for "predator management." This action stands in direct opposition to the 
values that Mono County has long upheld as a steward of its natural environment. 

Mono County’s commitment to environmental preservation and sustainability is evident in 
its 2023-2024 annual report, which highlights the county's leadership in environmental 
initiatives. Protecting wildlife and habitats, safeguarding water resources, and reducing our 
carbon footprint are integral parts of the county's long-term vision for success. Allowing a 
federally funded agency to employ lethal measures for managing wildlife, including 
beavers, mountain lions, and bears, contradicts these priorities. 

In particular, the proposed inclusion of beavers in the "predator management" plan is 
especially troubling. Beavers are a crucial species for ecological balance and are being 
reintroduced across California in efforts to restore wetlands and improve water quality. 
Their role in preserving biodiversity should be viewed as a conservation effort, not as a 
problem to be eliminated. 

I understand that managing human-wildlife conflict can be challenging, but the solution is 
not to resort to killing wildlife. Mono County should be focusing on non-lethal alternatives 
that promote peaceful coexistence between humans and animals, such as bear-proof 
trash containers, educational programs, and effective wildlife management strategies. We 
have already made strides toward these methods, and it would be a step backward to take 
a more aggressive and controversial approach by contracting with an agency known for its 
lethal tactics. 

I ask that you consider the broader environmental impact, the scientific evidence 
supporting humane wildlife management practices, and the values that Mono County is 
proud to represent. Please reconsider this contract and explore alternatives that align with 
Mono County’s dedication to sustainability and wildlife conservation. 

Thank you for your time and consideration. 

Sincerely, 

Sonja Bush 

 



Mono County Board of Supervisors, 
 
It has come to my attention that the Board will be considering funding a contract with Wildlife Services 
on July 8th. Before funding this contract with USDA Wildlife Services for predator management, please 
research further with an orientation towards non-lethal predator management.  I’ve been under the 
impression that Mono County supports non-lethal wildlife coexistence as part of its stewardship of this 
extraordinary California County.  I hope this continues to be the case. 
 
Thank you for your consideration. 
 
OJ Zeleny 
Mammoth Lakes, District 
 
 
 
Hello 
We visited Mammoth in 2012 as Yosemite accommodation was full. We fell in love with 
Mammoth in just the three nights we were there. The people were so friendly, it had a great 
community feel, lots of wildlife to see, and felt like home. So much so, we came back a year 
later and bought an investment property in The Summit Condos. Of which we visit every 
year, our family and friends too. All the way from Australia and New Zealand. 
We still love what Mammoth offers, the animals, the people, the feel, nature, quiet, the lot.  
Please do not fund any trappers for the bears, they are almost the whole Eason I come back 
in summer, in the hope that I'll see another one on the golf course, up a tree or crossing the 
road. The deer, coyotes, black bears, squirrels, chipmunks, the bird life, everything, makes 
Mammoth so special. 
We put a lot of money back in to the community when we visit, plus we pay all our taxes, 
TOT, TBID and go shopping and eat out while we visit. We are also trying to use local people 
to remodel our condo unit.  
Please stop killing our bears and wildlife and educate the humans more. 
Please. 
 
Karen Campbell 
 



As a long-term property owner in Mammoth, I enjoy living alongside the beautiful wildlife, 
including our bears. Remember, they were here before we were, and it’s their home as 
much as it is ours. I am against using taxpayer dollars to fund wildlife trapping and killing.  
 
Sincerely, 
 
Brenda O’Leary 
Owner, 1849 Condos #306 
 



Rebecca 
 
Visit my website to search all current listings <http://www.rebeccagarrett.com>   
 
Rebecca Garrett 
Destination Mammoth 
310.795.9161 
DRE #01202867 
 
 
 
Dear Chair Salcido and Board Members,  
 
I am writing this to you and the Mono County Board of Supervisors about the contract with USDA 
Wildlife Services for "predator management” program that is asking for funding at today’s Board of 
Supervisors Meeting. 
 
 
Mono county should not participate, support or fund in anyway this proposal with it’s controversial 
lethal management tactics. 
 
The USDA Wildlife Services are misguided in their practices and we should not support them for our 
wildlife communities. 
 
 
Thank you for all you do! 
 
 
Sincerely, 
Connie Lizza Moyer 
Resident of Mono County/Mammoth Lakes since 1971 
 
 
Whoops my subject line was incorrect in the previous email message: 
 
 
 
 On Jul 8, 2025, at 7:37 AM, Connie Moyer <conmoyer@gmail.com 
<mailto:conmoyer@gmail.com> > wrote: 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.rebeccagarrett.com/
mailto:conmoyer@gmail.com%20%3cmailto:conmoyer@gmail.com
mailto:conmoyer@gmail.com%20%3cmailto:conmoyer@gmail.com


Dear Chair Salcido and Board Members,  
 
 I am writing this to you and the Mono County Board of Supervisors about the contract with 
USDA Wildlife Services for "predator management” program that is asking for funding at today’s Board 
of Supervisors Meeting. 
  
  
 Mono county should not participate, support or fund in anyway this proposal with it’s 
controversial lethal management tactics. 
 
 The USDA Wildlife Services are misguided in their practices and we should not support them for 
our wildlife communities. 
  
  
 Thank you for all you do! 
  
  
 Sincerely, 
 Connie Lizza Moyer 
 Resident of Mono County/Mammoth Lakes since 1971 
  
 



July 8, 2025 
 
I am writing in support of Ag Commissioner, Nate Reade’s request for funding for a wildlife 
specialist to be shared with Inyo County. As ranchers who live and work closely with the 
land and wildlife of Mono County, we respectfully request that the Board allocate funding 
for a dedicated wildlife specialist to assist with predator control and non-lethal hazing 
efforts. This support is urgently needed to help manage the increasing pressure from 
predator species to protect both our livestock and the wildlife we have worked hard to 
conserve.  
 
Over the years, many of us have partnered with state and federal agencies to protect the 
threatened sage grouse, implementing conservation practices on our ranches to maintain 
critical habitat. Installing let down fencing to protect the birds flight patterns, changing 
grazing habits during mating season, all these efforts helped to keep the sage grouse from 
being listed as an endangered species. However, unmanaged predator populations, like 
ravens and crows, pose a growing threat to the ground nesting birds like the sage grouse.  
 
We recognize the importance of coexistence with wildlife and take pride in being 
responsible stewards of the land. But we need more tools- grounded in science and 
delivered by trained professionals- to continue doing so effectively. A county-funded 
wildlife specialist would provide much-needed assistance with both proactive and 
responsive measures, such as predator hazing conflict mitigation, and technical guidance 
for ranchers.  
 
This role would also help bridge the gap between agriculture producers, wildlife advocates, 
and the public by promoting practical, humane, and effective strategies to reduce conflict. 
With this kind of support, we can better safeguard our livestock, continue protecting 
sensitive species, and maintain the rural way of life that defines Mono County.  
 
We urge you to invest in this vital resource for our community. Thank you for your 
consideration, and please know we would be happy to attend a meeting to provide 
additional input as needed.  
 
Sincerely, 
Callie Peek 
Four J Cattle Corp. 
calliepeek@yahoo.com 
760-920-5051 

mailto:calliepeek@yahoo.com


Dear Chair Salcido and Board Members,  
 
I oppose a contract with the USDA Wildlife Services for "predator management". Please 
research alternative methods for coexisting with the wildlife in our county. It is their home 
just as much as it is our home. I wholeheartedly agree with Stacy Corless and cannot state 
this any better than she has: 
 
"We in Mono County are stewards of (and belong to) the incredible natural world around us. 
Entering into a contract for killing animals--including a keystone species such as beavers, 
now being reintroduced in many places through the state--does not fit into any of the 
county priorities. In the county's 2023-2024 annual report, environmental stewardship was 
listed as one of the "key areas that are crucial to Mono County's long-term success." On the 
report page at the county's website, the county notes that "[w]e continue to lead on 
environmental initiatives, including the protection of our water resources, wildlife habitat 
conservation, and efforts to reduce our carbon footprint..."  
Mono County should be engaging in, supporting, and funding nonlethal wildlife coexistence 
as part of its demonstrated commitment to environmental stewardship, not considering 
funding controversial lethal management tactics. 
Please research USDA Wildlife Services further and obtain greater situational awareness, 
informed by science, history, and common sense (and direct county/shared staff to do the 
same) before spending any more time and public resources on this misguided proposal." 
 
Thank you, 
 
Anne Parkes 
25 Lee Road #131 
Mammoth Lakes, CA 93546 
760-920-0762 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Dear Chair Salcido and Board Members, 
 
I am disappointed and disgusted to see the Mono County Board of Supervisors considering a 
contract with USDA Wildlife Services for "predator management."  
We need better education for tourists and campers to exist peacefully with bears and other 
"predatory" species. They were here first, we are in their home. The actions that you have 
taken against bears, like Victor, are disgusting. Why is the first solution to kill the bear that is 
just living in its habitat trying to survive. I grew up in Mammoth and have seen visitor numbers 
soar since 2020 and the stupid actions of those visitors lead to more wildlife deaths. Those 
humans who taunt the wildlife for their entertainment and don't leave the animals alone 
should be held accountable and receive more than a warning and slap on the wrist.  
Mono County should be engaging in, supporting, and funding nonlethal wildlife coexistence as 
part of its demonstrated commitment to environmental stewardship, not considering funding 
controversial lethal management tactics. 
Please research USDA Wildlife Services further and obtain greater situational awareness, 
informed by science, history, and common sense (and direct county/shared staff to do the 
same) before spending any more time and public resources on this misguided proposal. 
Below are a few informational links:  
https://www.npr.org/.../wildlife-services-usda-wild... 
https://revealnews.org/.../theres-a-reason-youve-never.../ 
https://www.vox.com/.../wildlife-services-usda-meat-industry 
https://wildlife.ca.gov/.../new-cdfw-policy-recognizes... 
 
I am disgusted that you would even consider this.  
 
Marina Zila 
Mono County Resident 
 

https://www.npr.org/2024/10/10/g-s1-26426/wildlife-services-usda-wild-animals-killed-livestock
https://revealnews.org/article/theres-a-reason-youve-never-heard-of-this-wildlife-killing-agency/
https://www.vox.com/future-perfect/411304/wildlife-services-usda-meat-industry
https://wildlife.ca.gov/News/Archive/new-cdfw-policy-recognizes-ecological-value-of-beavers-in-california


To the Mono County Supervisors: 
I am very concerned and opposed to entering into any contract with the USDA Wildlife Services for 
“predatory services”. 
Their lethal tactics are contrary to the desires of our community in every way.  Our community wants to 
live with and protect all our wildlife.  Please do the right thing for all the critters everywhere.  Thank you. 
Natalie Mather 
PO Box 2239 
Mammoth Lakes, CA 93546 
 
 



Dear Chair Salcido and Board Members, 

I am disappointed and baffled to see the Mono County Board of Supervisors 
considering a contract with USDA Wildlife Services for "predator management." 

We in Mono County are stewards of (and belong to) the incredible natural world around 
us. Entering into a contract for killing animals--including a keystone species such as 
beavers, now being reintroduced in many places through the state--does not fit into any 
of the county priorities. In the county's 2023-2024 annual report, environmental 
stewardship was listed as one of the "key areas that are crucial to Mono County's long-
term success." On the report page at the county's website, the county notes that "[w]e 
continue to lead on environmental initiatives, including the protection of our water 
resources, wildlife habitat conservation, and efforts to reduce our carbon footprint..." 

Mono County should be engaging in, supporting, and funding nonlethal wildlife 
coexistence as part of its demonstrated commitment to environmental stewardship, not 
considering funding controversial lethal management tactics. 

Please research USDA Wildlife Services further and obtain greater situational awareness, 
informed by science, history, and common sense (and direct county/shared staff to do 
the same) before spending any more time and public resources on this misguided 
proposal. 

Sincerely, 
Nicole Godoy 
 



To the Mono County Supervisors: 
I am very concerned and opposed to entering into any contract with the USDA Wildlife Services for 
“predatory services”. 
Their lethal tactics are contrary to the desires of our community in every way.  Our community wants to 
live with and protect all our wildlife.  Please do the right thing for all the critters everywhere.  Thank you. 
Natalie Mather 
PO Box 2239 
Mammoth Lakes, CA 93546 
 
 




