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Overview

• Forest Practice

Rules (FPRs)

• CAL FIRE’s role

• Timber Harvest

Plans (THPs)

• Exemptions

• CEQA

June Lake



CAL FIRE Mission Statement and Vision

Mission: Serve and safeguard the people and protect

the property and resources of California.

Vision: To be a leader in 

providing fire prevention 

and protection, emergency 

response, and natural 

resource protection 

services.



Forest Practice

• California Z’Berg-Nejedly Forest Practice Act of 
1973-regulates logging on privately owned lands in 
California.

• Forest Practice Act ensures that logging is done in a 
manner that will preserve and protect wildlife, 
streams, plants, soil, archaeological resources and 
other values. 



CAL FIRE’s Role
• Enforce the California Forest Practice Act on all non

-federal timberlands by ensuring compliance with the

FPRs.

• Work with timberland owners to ensure good forest 
management.

• FPR violations are promptly acted upon. Enforcement 

actions range from 

violation notices requiring 

corrective actions, assessment 

of civil fines, and criminal 

proceedings through the 

court system. 



Timber Harvest Plans-THPs

• THP-the environmental review document submitted 
by landowners to CAL FIRE outlining the timber that 
will be harvested, how it will be harvested, and the 
steps that will be taken to prevent damage to the 
environment. 

• THPs are prepared by Registered Professional 
Foresters (RPFs).

• THPs are submitted to CAL FIRE. 

• If the THP is complete, accurate, and in proper order 
then it is filed by CAL FIRE. 

• After considering compliance with all FPRs, 
interagency recommendations, and public comments, 
CAL FIRE approves or denies the THP. 



THPs
• Required for commercial operations and timberland 

conversions.

• CAL FIRE does not have the authority to deny a THP
that is in compliance with the FPRs simply because it is
unpopular with the public.

• CAL FIRE follows-up on approved 
THPs with site inspections and 
can shutdown operations, cite or 
fine the RPF, Licensed Timber 
Operator (LTO), and landowners 
if illegal operations are found.



THP Exemptions
• Persons who conduct certain types of timber 

operations are exempt from the THP preparation 
and submission requirements because restrictions 
on harvesting operations minimize potentially 
significant adverse effects on environmental 
resources.

• Restriction examples:
• No tractor operations on slopes >50%

• No new road construction or reconstruction

• No heavy equipment operations in a Watercourse Lake 
Protection Zone (WLPZ)



Exemption Examples

• 1038(B)- Harvesting Dead, Dying, or Diseased Trees 
and Fuelwood Exemption

• 1038(C)-150 Foot Fire 

Safe Clearance Exemption

• 1038(I)-Forest Fire 

Prevention Exemption



California Environmental Quality 
Act- CEQA

• Requires state and local agencies to identify the 
significant environmental impacts of their actions and 
to avoid or mitigate those impacts, if feasible.

• Levels of review:
• Notice of Exemption

• Negative Declaration-no significant effects

• Mitigated Negative Declaration-significant effects mitigated

• Environmental Impact Report-Alternatives, impacts of not 
doing project vs project impacts but will be avoided, 
mitigated, or offset.

• A THP is functionally equivalent to an EIR. 



Additional Resources
• CAL FIRE Website: 

http://calfire.ca.gov/resource_mgt/resource_mgt_f
orestpractice

• CAL FIRE Forester, Henry Herrera, RPF #2936 
henry.herrera@fire.ca.gov, (909)881-6955

• Questions?

Thank You

http://calfire.ca.gov/resource_mgt/resource_mgt_forestpractice
mailto:henry.herrera@fire.ca.gov
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