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After Godzilla El Niño, What’s 
this Winter to Bring? 
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What Fall Has Brought So Far? 
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Early season atmospheric rivers Oct 14-16 

Record intensity for mid-October – lots of wind 
energy and moisture 



101 – El Niño vs La Niña vs The Blob 

Ocean vs 
atmosphere 
What 

happened last 
winter? 
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Forecast Ocean State for Winter 

6 



Does La Niña Even Matter to Us? 
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Mike Dettinger, USGS – Historical peak daily flows versus winter ENSO status 



Does La Niña Even Matter to Us? 
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Mike Dettinger, USGS – Historical peak daily flows versus winter ENSO status 



55% Chance of La Nina… 
100% Chance of “I Don’t Know” 

3 of 8 simulations 
show a wet winter 
3 of 8 show an 
average winter (wet 
N Cal, dry S Cal) 
2 of 8 show drier 
than normal  
Important: No ability 
to predict number or 
intensity of 
atmospheric rivers! 
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What Does This Mean for Me? 

Prepare for this winter like you would any 
other – snow, wind, flood, drought 

No signals on frequency of wind storms, 
strong inversions, cold air outbreaks. 

Consider dusting off flood plans and 
incorporating a flood scenario into pre-winter 
training, exercises. 
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