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We Want to Hear From You!

 This presentation will provide an overview of hazard 
mitigation concepts and hazard mitigation planning in 
Mono County and Town of Mammoth Lakes

 Please read the draft hazard mitigation plan located on 
the Mono County website and provide any feedback or 
questions you have to Casey Garnett at 
casey.garnett@iem.com

 Your comments are a valuable part of this planning 
process



Agenda

 What is Hazard Mitigation?
 What is Hazard Mitigation Planning?
 Who's Involved
 The Mitigation Plan
 Next Steps
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Hazard Mitigation

 Hazard Mitigation is any sustained action to reduce or 
eliminate the long-term risk to human life and property 
from hazards
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Benefits of Mitigation

 Break the cycle of disaster damage, 
reconstruction, and repetitive damage

 Increase public safety and prevent loss of 
life of injury

 Speed up recovery and reduce business 
and economic interruption

 Help with other community objectives, 
such as capital improvements, preserving 
open (green) space for recreation and 
tourism, and increasing economic 
resiliency 
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Examples of Hazard Mitigation

 Upgrading a community center so it can be used as a 
resource hub and shelter during disasters 

 Restoring rivers and floodplains to reduce the impact of 
flooding on communities

 Developing a wildfire education program for 
homeowners on how to protect their property with 
defensible space 
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Hazard Mitigation Planning

 The mitigation plan 
describes the participants’ 
vision for hazard 
mitigation in their 
jurisdictions

 Opportunity to promote 
partnerships, develop 
sustainable communities, 
and reduce disaster-related 
costs
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Why Update the Plan?

 States, tribes, and local jurisdictions (including special 
districts) are required to have a FEMA-approved and 
adopted hazard mitigation plan to receive funding 
through grant programs, such as:
• Hazard Mitigation Grant Program (HMGP)
• Pre-Disaster Mitigation (PDM)
• Flood Mitigation Assistance (FMA) 

 Plan must be updated every 5 years
 Plan must meet state and federal planning requirements
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Who’s Involved

 Broad participation is a critical piece of 
hazard mitigation planning

 Plan participants guide the planning 
process start to finish

 Stakeholders like Whitebark Institute and 
Southern California Edison were involved 
to provide expertise on specific topics

 The public was engaged through RPAC 
meetings and now has another chance to 
weigh in on the plan 
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Who’s Involved

 Plan Participants:
• Mono County
• Town of Mammoth Lakes
• Special Districts:

• Bridgeport Public Utility District
• Hilton Creek Community Services District
• June Lake Public Utility District
• Mammoth Community Water District
• Mammoth Lakes Fire Protection District
• Mono City Fire Protection District
• Southern Mono Healthcare District
• Wheeler Crest Community Services District
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The Mitigation Plan
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Mitigation Goals

 GOAL 1. Avoid exposure of people and improvements to 
unreasonable risks of damage or injury from the hazards 
identified in this plan.

 GOAL 2. Keep Mono County and the Town of Mammoth 
Lakes a safe place to live, work, and play by reducing the risks 
from natural hazards through planning for safe development, 
increasing public awareness of the natural hazards in Mono 
County, and providing an integrated multiagency approach to 
emergency response.

 GOAL 3. Prepare for changing climate conditions in Mono 
County.

 GOAL 4. Maintain adequate emergency response capabilities.
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Mitigation Goals

 GOAL 5. Build partnerships with local, state, federal, tribal, 
and other stakeholders to promote a whole community 
approach to response, recovery, and mitigation. 

 GOAL 6. Identify, develop, and publicize evacuation routes to 
reduce risk from hazards like wildfire. 

 GOAL 7. Study and implement mitigation actions to address 
potential impacts of compounding hazards such as flood 
following wildfire. 

 GOAL 8. Utilize the mitigation planning process as a call to 
action demonstrating plan participants’ commitment to work 
together toward implementing the mitigation actions 
identified in the plan.
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The Planning Process

 Monthly Steering Committee meetings
 6 Planning Team meetings and many, many individual 

jurisdiction meetings between November 2024-July 2025
 70+ stakeholders participated
 Public engagement at 5 RPAC meetings
 Bilingual (English/Spanish) public survey – 154 responses



The Risk Assessment

 Updating the risk assessment 
includes:
• Identifying hazards
• Describing hazards
• Mapping hazard risk
• Identifying community assets
• Analyzing impacts 
• Estimating losses
• Summarizing vulnerability  



Hazards Identified

• Avalanche
• Dam Failure
• Disease/Pest Management
• Drought
• Earthquake and Seismic Hazards
• Epidemic/Pandemic (NEW)
• Energy Shortages and Energy 

Resiliency (NEW)
• Extreme Heat
• Flood
• Hazardous Materials
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• Landslides
• Severe Wind
• Severe Winter Weather 

and Snow
• Volcanoes
• Wildfire
• Wildlife Collisions



The Capability Assessment

 Provides an evaluation of current mitigation capabilities. 
 Essentially, what tools do the jurisdictions have to 

implement mitigation and where could they be 
improved?

 Broken down into five categories: 
• Planning and Regulatory 
• Administrative and Technical
• Financial
• Education and Outreach
• National Flood Insurance Program
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The Mitigation Strategy

 Long-term blueprint for reducing disaster losses
 Includes goals, actions, and an action plan
 Identifies a comprehensive range of actions

• At least one action per hazard identified
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Types of Actions

 Local plans and 
regulations

 Structure and 
infrastructure projects

 Natural systems 
protection

 Education and 
awareness programs
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Plan Maintenance

 Each plan participant will adopt the plan once feedback is 
received and it is approved by the State and FEMA

 The Mono County Office of Emergency Services will 
continue to monitor progress on the plan until the next 
update

 Elements will be used to inform other planning processes 
like the general plan, capital improvement plan, and 
emergency operations plan



Next Steps

 The plan can be accessed on the Mono County website 
under https://monocounty.ca.gov/community-
development/page/2024-multi-jurisdictional-hazard-
mitigation-plan-update

 Please submit your feedback on this plan! We want to 
hear from you. Comments can be sent to 
casey.garnett@iem.com

 Deadline for comments is December 7, 2025
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Questions?
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