
SPECIAL MEETING - Mono County Fisheries Commission
Tuesday, March 15, 2016 ~ 10am
June Lake Community Center, June Lake
MINUTES

Attending: Mueller, Parker, Morton, Anthony, King

Staff: Simpson

1. CALL TO ORDER: The meeting was called to order at 10:03am
2. INTRODUCTIONS: Introductions were made
3. PUBLIC COMMENT: No Public Comment
4. APPROVAL OF MINUTES (2-3-16): A MOTION WAS MADE BY MORTON, SECONDED BY PARKER, TO APPROVE THE FEBRUARY MINUTES AS WRITTEN. MOTION APPROVED 6-0 NO ABSTENTIONS. 
5. STAFF/COMMISSIONER’S REPORTS: Mr. Simpson reported attendance was up at the fishing shows this year. He gave a presentation on fishing and hunting hot spots in Mono County every day in Long Beach and did a joint presentation with Supervisor Alpers in Del Mar. Ms. Mueller presented pictures of PVC pipe cages for cage culture programs on the western slope of the sierra.  
6. DEPARTMNET OF FISH AND WILDLIFE UPDATE: No update. Mr. Erdman was unable to attend.
7. MONTHLY BUDGET UPDATE
· Fish and Game Fine Fund - $16,900 Starting Balance. $6,700 available ($3,500 encumbered for Eastern Sierra Wildlife Care, $700 for FOI, $2,000 for BFEF, $4,000 for Trout in the Classroom)
· MCFC regular budget - $25,000 Starting Balance. $24,250 available ($750 encumbered for the fishing brochure)
8. DISCUSSION/POSSIBLE ACTION – CalTrout Update and Presentation by Mark Drew – Staff: Mr. Drew gave a presentation on Cal Trout programs in the Eastern Sierra along with a report on the state of fisheries in the Mono Basin. 
9. DISCUSSION/POSSIBLE ACTION – Fish and Wildlife Triploid Stocking and Response to Bridgeport Reservoir Letter– Staff:  Mr. Wenger expanded and explained his position on triploid planting in the Eastern Sierra and urged the commission to focus their efforts to get DFW to stock diploids throughout the Eastern Sierra. 
10. DISCUSSION/POSSIBLE ACTION - Fishing Regulation Changes on Rush Creek and RCCP Form – Commissioner Morton: Mr. Morton reported he is actively getting letters of support and community engagement in order to submit the paperwork to the Department of Fish and Wildlife. 
11. DISCUSSION/POSSIBLE ACTION – Lahontan Cutthroat Trout Study in the June Lake area, Possible Funding Request – Commissioner Morton: Mr. Morton and Ms. Strickland from Trout Unlimited presented the case to do a Lahontan Cutthroat Trout Study in the June Lake loop spawning streams. A MOTION WAS MADE BY MORTON, SECONDED BY KING, TO SUPPORT $5,000 OUT OF THE FISH AND GAME FINE FUND TO A LAHONTAN CUTTHROUT TROUT STUDY IN JUNE LAKE. MOTION PASSED 6-0, NO ABSTENTIONS.
12. DISCUSSION/POSSIBLE ACTION – Updating the Mono County Fisheries Catch and Release Brochure – Commission Mueller:  Mr. Simpson presented a rough draft of the newly updated Fishing Brochure. He asked the commissioners to read over the copy and pictures and give him feedback for the next round of revisions. 
13. DISCUSSION/POSSIBLE ACTION – Funding Request for the Kids Fishing Festival – Commission Mueller: Ms. Mueller presented the case to fund the Kids Fishing Festival in Mammoth Lakes. The commission discussed leveraging her money with Mono County Tourism and Mammoth Lakes Tourism for more marketing exposure. A MOTION WAS MADE BY KING, SECONDED BY BURAK, TO FUND THE KIDS FISHING FESTIVAL $2,000 OUT OF THE MONO COUNTY FISHERIES COMMISSION DISCRESSIONARY FUND. MOTION APPROVED, 5-0. ONE ABSTENSION – MUELLER. 
14. DISCUSSION/POSSIBLE ACTION – Funding Request for Additional Fish Stocking – Staff: The commission discussed the need to provide more fish to waters throughout Mono County. A MOTION WAS MADE BY MORTON, SECONDED BY ANTHONY, TO FUND $21,700 OUT OF THE MONO COUNTY FISHERIES COMMISSION DISCRESSIONARY FUND FOR FISH STOCKING. MOTION APPROVED, 6-0. NO ABSTENTIONS. 
15. DISCUSSION/POSSIBLE ACTION – 2016-17 Mono County Fish Stocking Schedule– Staff: The commission discussed various funding options and strategic locations and times to distribute fish. Recommendations were made to staff and a final draft would be brought to the commission the following month. 
16. DISCUSSION/POSSIBLE ACTION – Mono County Economic Development, Tourism and Film Commission Update – Staff: Mr. Simpson updated the Fisheries Commission on recent accomplishments by the Mono County Economic Development, Tourism and Film Commission including fishing ads being produced for Fishmas – The Eastern Sierra Fishing Opener. 

17. CALL FOR AGENDA ITEMS FOR NEXT MEETING

18. ADJOURNMENT – Next regular scheduled meeting is April 6, 2016 at 10am in June Lake.

In compliance with the Americans with Disabilities Act, anyone who needs special assistance to attend this meeting can contact  Jeff Simpson at 760-924-4634 within 48 hours prior to the meeting in order to ensure accessibility (see 42USCS 12132, 28CFR 35.130).  Meeting materials may be viewed by contacting Liz Grans at 760-924-1738.


