
Bi‐State Forum
SGI Coordinator, Tim Griffiths
SGI Science Advisor, Dave Naugle
February 26, 2015



Launched in 2010 as mechanism to implement landscape conservation

Five years later- 6,000 mi2 conserved , 1,129 ranches enrolled

$424.5 M invested for sage grouse conservation

Sage Grouse Initiative



Improved grazing systems

Removed encroached 
conifers

Conservation 
easements 

Marked or moved ‘high 
risk’ fences

Primary SGI Conservation Actions



Answers 2 questions:

What has changed since 2010 
when Sage grouse was 
designated as a Candidate for 
listing?

What is the certainty that 
conservation efforts will 
continue beyond 2015?



SGI is highly 
targeted

75% within PACs 



451,884 Ac
1,809% 

increase during 
SGI

4.5x larger 

94% perpetual

79% within 
PACs

Conservation Easements



Conservation Easements in Idaho





Lek locations 
are dependent 
on summer 
habitat 
distribution

Lek clustering 
within 6 miles 
around 
wetlands 
contain 85% of 
all leks



Summer Habitat

Breeding Habitat

Public lands and private waters: Summer habitats
structure sage‐grouse distributions
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Smoke Creek easement 
in Nevada

Targeted easement acquisition & restoration 

Increase benefits by 
removing nearby conifers



Conifer Removal Phase I (early)

Phase II (mid)

405,241 Acres
Highly targeted to COT prioritized population, 81% in PAC. 

Focus on early succession to maximize benefits  (Phase I and II)



Conifer Removal in Oregon

199,203 Acres
1,411% increase during SGI
95% contracts certified complete

SGI targeting maximizes 
conservation benefits 
Red & pink PACs equal  higher  

invaded acreage



Questions?

Sage Grouse Initiative


