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Dan Lyster Director 619-924-5452 
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BRIEF DESCRIPllON OF GRANT PRo.IECT (scope. location. pwpose - not to exceed 60 words) 
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Program Application (continued) 

ASSURANces 

Appficartt possesses legal authority to apply for the grant and to ftnance, acquire, and construct the 
proposed project; and by fonnel action (e.g., a re~IWon) the appUcants goyeming body authorized 
the fiUng of the application, including all underatandings and assurance. contained therein. and 
authorized the person identified as the official rvpresentstive of the apptic;ant to act in connection with 
file appOc::ation and to provide suc:h additional information as may be required. 

AppHcant will manage and maintain any property acquired. develOped. rehabHitated, or restored with 
grant funds In the Mute. With the gra~ng agency's priOr approval, the appliCant or its successors 
in interest may transfW the management and maintflnance' responsiblfdies in the property. If the 
property is not managed and maintained for the purposes stated in 1he projeCt agreement. the state 
shall be reimbursed an amount at least equal to the amount of the grant award or, for real property. 
the pro rata fair market value of the property. incILlding improvements. at the time of sale, whichever 
is higher. • . 

Applicant will giva the state's authorized representative access to ilnd the right to examine all records. 
book5.. paperS, or documents related to the ~t 

Applicant will cause WOfk on the project to be commenced within a rvasonable time after receipt of 
notification from the state that funds have been approved and that the project will be carried to 
completion with reasonable diligence. . 

Applicant 'WiP comply where applicable with provisions of the California ErrrirDnmentaI"Quarlty Act and 
the .Card'omia. Relocation Assistance.Act, and any other state. and/or local laws, rules"~dlor 
regulation!!;. 

Signed._~))~...:...;~~.=:::;L-..::;.~.;;i;::--:-?=-----_--.--:--oate.__·:.-(~_·_-_)._-....;..9....:..7__
(GrantApPlicant'$A~epresentative) 
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1. ENVIRONMENTAL PROJECT SUMMARY 

a. BriefDescription ofProject Scope, Location and Purpose, and Amount ofRequest 

Project Scope 
A $500,000 grant from the Environmental Enhancement and Mitigation Program (EEMP) will 
contribute to Mono County's acquisition ofConway Ranch. These EEMP funds will be matched 
with $300,000-$200,000 in land from the Trust for Public Land (TPL) and $100,000 from the 
National Fish and Wildlife Foundation-and contribute towards the total $3.3 million acquisition 
price. This funding and match will allow for acquisition ofapproximately 250 of the ranch's 
1,031 acres, rich in historic and environmentally significant resources. Additionally, this 
acquisition will provide mitigation beyond that required for two passing lane construction 
projects on State Highway 395 in Mono County. 

Other funds already secured for the acquisition of the ranch include $492,500 from the Habitat 
Conservation Fund (HCF) Local Agencies Grant Program and $200,000 from last year's cycle of 
the Environmental Enhancement and Mitigation Program (EEMP). 

Location and Purpose 
Conway Ranch is the most prominent parcel ofprivate land available for acquisition and 
protection in the Mono Basin. It is situated with Mono Lake three miles to the southeast, the 
eastern slope of the Sierra Nevada a halfmile to the west, and Conway Summit one mile to the 
north. The property provides a wide variety ofvaluable natural habitats, including a major 
migration route for the Mono Lake deer herd. Over 700 deer travel through or by the land 
annually. The ranch also provides habitat for pronghorn antelope, sage grouse, mountain lion, , 
red-tailed hawk, northern harrier, great blue heron, and various species of songbirds and 
waterfowl. The ranch site itself is historic, complete with a bam, corrals, and a ranch house, and 
dates back to the 1870s when the property was used to raise cattle for the town ofBodie. 

State Highway 395, a county- and state-designated scenic highway and a federally-designated 
scenic byway crosses Conway Ranch. This highway is the primary transportation route along the 
eastern Sierra and travels through some of the most dramatic landscapes in California. Two 
passing lane construction projects within two miles of the ranch, negatively affect both the scenic 
character of the land and critical deer habitat. Public acquisition of the ranch will help preserve 
its open space and important deer migration corridor. In addition to mitigation for the two 
highway projects, public acquisition preserves property that has been the target of a 
controversial, proposed housing subdivision. 

The transfer ofConway Ranch into public ownership will provide additional open space and 
habitat for a county whose economic base largely relies on tourist use ofrecreational and 
wilderness lands. By keeping the ranch in its natural state, Mono County will help preserve the 
historical heritage, valuable habitat, and scenic quality that makes the Mono Basin unique. 
Funding is needed to complete this critical conservation effort. 
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Amount ofRequest 
The EEMP grant of$500,000, together with $300,000 in matching funds, will contribute to 
Mono County's acquisition of the 1,031-acre Conway Ranch property. The grant and match will 
acquire approximately 250 acres of the property and contribute to the total $3.3 million purchase 
price. 

b. Explanation for Grant Request that Exceeds Specified Funding Limitation 

A grant request of$500,000, which exceeds the specified funding limitation and match, will be 
used to acquire 250 acres of the 1,031-acre property and will be a critical contribution to the 
overall effort to protect Conway Ranch. The property has an approved specific plan that calls for 
the development of600 units ofhousing, a 27-hole golfcourse and other resort facilities. TPL is 
acting as a bridge funder for Mono County and exercised its option to acquire the property on 
July 30, 1997. If an agency is unable to secure funding to acquire the property within one year, 
TPL may put it on the private market. Further, the match, a private donation of $200,000 in land, 
is only available for a limited time. A $500,000 grant from EEMP is needed to protect this 
important resource within the time available. These funding sources, combined with the 
$100,000 from National Fish and Wildlife Foundation, will acquire approximately 250 acres of 
Conway Ranch. 

The larger grant request is further justified by Caltrans' habitat degradation within the immediate 
vicinity of the property. The construction projects described in this application degrade the 
natural habitat and scenery ofConway Ranch and its surrounding area. For example, the 
widening of the road and subsequent increase in traffic volume significantly impacts deer by 
creating a barrier to their migration. 

The Conway Summit passing lane construction project was funded through the HB-41 program, 
for an estimated cost of$4.4 million, for completion in FY 1992-93. The Cemetery Road passing 
lane project was funded through the HB-4 program, for $3.9 million, in the same fiscal year. Due 
to the cost of the construction projects (totaling $8.3 million) and the effect on adjacent habitat, 
additional funding is justified for the acquisition of resource lands on Conway Ranch. 
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2. AGENCY ELIGIBILITY 

a. Authorizing Resolution 

The Mono County Board of Supervisors passed a resolution authorizing this request from the 
EEM Program on December 2, 1997. An original copy will be forwarded to the Resources 
Agency by the Clerk of the Board. 

b. Statement ofRelated Prior Experience 

Mono County has a long history ofadministering grants. The Planning, Energy Management, 
and Public Works Departments are presently administering federal, state, and local grants. The 
County has also already secured grants specifically for the acquisition ofConway Ranch from 
the National Fish and Wildlife Foundation, Department ofParks and RecreationlHabitat 
Conservation Fund Local Agency Grant Program, and EEMP. 

Mono County operates and maintains five campgrounds in the Tioga Pass area and a 
campground at Lundy Lake. The County also operates and maintains the following parks: 

• Mono Lake County Park 
• Walker Park 
• Bridgeport Park 
• Bridgeport Marina 
• Gull Lake Park 
• Crowley Lake-Park 
• Chalfant Park 
• Benton Park 
• Gus Hess Park 
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3. RELATED TRANSPORTATION PROJECT 

This EEMPrequest relates to two transportation projects: the construction ofpassing lanes on 

Highway 395 at Conway Summit and those between Cemetery Road and State Route 167 . 


. Caltrans' Conway Summit project includes the construction of two additional lanes to provide 
northbound and southbound passing opportunities on Highway 395 north ofConway Summit. 
According to the project's environmental document, all plants and animals were removed from 
45 acres ofland, with seven acres ofhabitat permanently lost under pavement. The wildlife 
affected by the project includes Brewer's blackbird, sage sparrow, and mule deer. The Mono 
Basin is the location ofa critical deer migration route, which runs through Conway Ranch. The 
ecological disruption caused by the construction of the two additional lanes near Conway 
Summit will be mitigated by the protection ofConway Ranch. 

The transportation project between Cemetery Road and State Route 167 also involves the 
widening ofHighway 395 from two to four lanes to create passing opportunities. According to 
the environmental report, the construction of two additional lanes on this section ofHighway 395 
will affect riparian areas, particularly along DeChambeau and Mill Creeks. The construction 
project will also affect ass{)ciated wildlife habitat, such as mountain beaver and mule deer (the 
construction project is located within mule deer winter range and astride migration paths). Other 
wildlife affected by the construction project include bobcat and black tailed jackrabbit, and 
common birds such as the red tailed hawk, mourning dove, song sparrow and others. All plants 
and animals will be removed from approximately 24 acres ofland. Although the environmental ,/ 
document calls for revegetation on the slopes and replanting in the riparian areas as mitigation, 
. the acquisition of Conway Ranch resource lands will ensure the protection ofan expanse of 
existing habitat and the deer migration corridor. The construction project is also located within 
the Mono Basin Scenic Area. The environmental document recognizes that the project's new cuts 
create a scar visible to both highway user and visitor to Mono Lake. 

Both the related transportation projects received funding in FY 92-93, $4.4 million and $3.9 

million respectively, and affect habitat lands similar to those found on Conway Ranch. Despite 

the effects of road widening, the required mitigation was minimal. The Conway Ranch 

acquisition project affords an opportunity for additional mitigation beyond that required. The 

widened road, coupled with the increased volumes it facilitates, creates a barrier for deer. Much 

more of the existing migration route should be acquired to prevent creation ofadditional barriers, 

the combined effect of which would be detrimental to deer over an area much larger than the 

acres directly paved and stripped ofvegetation .. 


Caltrans' statements follow this page. 

4 




4. GENERAL CRITERIA 

a. Increased Mitigation and Enhancement 

Each year the number of motorists who travel Highway 395 increaSes. Highway 395, a major 
thoroughfare extending through California from Canada to Mexico, is the only through corridor 
from Los Angeles to the Lake TahoelReno area. The highway bisects Mono County, winds 
through the Mono Basin, and crosses the western edge of Conway Ranch. 

The scenery surrounding the highway is a mix of unique topography and habitat. As the Sierra 
Nevadas meet the high desert, a beautiful contrast emerges: dry sage and riparian valleys dotted 
with aspen and cottonwood. It is this beauty-the vast open spaces against the snow-topped 
ridges of the Sierras-that draws increasing numbers of visitors from California and around the 
world to the Mono Basin and Mono Lake. In recognition of the beauty of the landscape, the U.S. 
Congress and Federal Highways Administration designated this particular stretch ofHighway 
395 a federal scenic highway and scenic byway. 

Most of the increased traffic on Highway 395 is from tourism and the transportation projects that 
allow for it destroy portions of the land visitors come to experience. In order to widen stretches 
of State Highway 395 to four lanes, the scenic quality a/the highway, from Conway Summit to 
Highway 167, was severely marred. Conway Ranch's acquisition mitigates this destruction by 
permanently protecting this valuable natural resource and preserving the scenic quality along this 
historic route. 

Conway Ranch is located between the two highway construction projects. The $4.4 million 
Conway Summit project involved stabilizing and landscaping a slope that was graded for the 
four-Ianing project constructed in 1993. As a result, 45 acres ofmule deer habitat were destroyed 
and a barrier in their migration corridor was created that affects a much larger area. One mile 
beyond this construction site, travelling south on Highway 395, the motorist turns a comer to see 
Mono Lake. The lake itself is in the distance, but in the immediate foreground is the expanse of 
Conway Ranch. State Highway 395 winds down the northern slope ofMono Basin and crosses 
the western side of the ranch. 

The $3.9 million widening between Cemetery Road and State Route 167 also involves cutting 
into slopes to widen Highway 395, damaging vegetation and riparian areas and leaving a visual 
scar. The construction project is located within the Mono Basin Scenic Area. Conway Ranch's 
acquisition provides mitigation above the amount required and will enhance the views in the 
area. 

The EEMP grant of $500,000, combined with the matching funds, will allow for the protection 
of approximately 250 acres of natural habitat along Highway 395. The Conway Ranch 
acquisition will directly benefit wildlife harmed by the two construction projects. 
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b. Statewide Project Goals and Local Cash Contributions 

Conway Ranch is a resource ofstatewide significance. The property consists of two historic 
California ranches foonerly owned by the Mattly and Conway families. The Conway family 
ranch site, complete with corral and homestead, dates back to the 1870s when the property was 
used to raise cattle for the nearby town of Bodie. It also provides valuable habitat, including a 
major migration route for the Mono Lake deer herd. Over 700 deer travel through or by the ranch 
each year. 

Conway Ranch is a key component ofMono Basin's overall tourism draw, with its proximity to 
Mono Lake and Bodie State Park. Protection of the area's valuable resources represents a 
statewide priority for the Wilson Administration. The administration was successful in reaching a 
historic accord with the City ofLos Angeles to restore and protect Mono Lake. Acquisition of 
ConwayRanch is essential in continuing to protect the lake's viewshed and habitat. 

Other contributions for the acquisition ofConway Ranch include a $492,500 allocation from the 
Habitat Conservation Fund Program for the acquisition ofdeer and mOlL."'ltain lion habitat. In the 
past year the project has received $200,000 from the previous EEMP grant cycle and an 
additional $100,000 from the National Fish and Wildlife Foundation. TPL will donate a 
minimum of$200,000 in land, as match for this year's EEMP request of$500,000. Other public 
and private funding sources are also being pursued. These contributions will be combined to 
purchase the entire 1,03 I-acre ranch. 

c. Project Readiness 

This past year TPL exercised its option to buy the ranch and will hold the property for one year 
until the County secures funding for its purchase. Mono County is ready to acquire the property 
immediately upon receipt of funds. The project is ready to go and, as funding program 
limitations and timing requires, will be completed in phases. The environmental document 
verifying the acquisition is categorically excluded from CEQA is attached. 

The County's objectives in protecting Conway Ranch include maintaining habitat, protecting 
open space for deer migration and scenic value, and preserving historical resources. Mono 
County is committed to acquiring the ranch and is ready to provide effective stewardship. County 
plans for Conway Ranch include the possible development ofa compatible fish rearing facility 
on a small portion ofthe property. The fish raised there would stock County creeks, further 
stimulating tourism. Additionally, there is an agency and community stewardship planning effort 
occurring: the Conway Ranch Evaluation Workgroup (CREW). The CREW is a multi-agency, 
multi-participant group committed to the proper stewardship and management ofthe property. 
They are engaged in building consensus around the long-term management ofthe ranch and its 
valuable resources. 
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Several agencies own and manage land in the area. Conway Ranch lies just outside the Mono 
Basin Scenic Area, which is managed by the US Forest Service (USFS) in an effort to preserve 
the unique character of the region. The US Bureau ofLand Management (BLM) and the 
California Department ofFish and Game (DFG) both own land that borders Conway Ranch and 
manage it for habitat protection and public recreation. The Caltrans construction projects have 
been funded and are complete as of 1993. 

Environmental documents are included and follow this page. 
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S. PROJECT CATEGORY CRITERIA/REsOURCE LANDS PROJECTS 

a. Important Resource Values 

Spectacular surroundings, combined with its own unique character, make Conway Ranch one of 
the most prominent parcels of private land in Mono County. The property is located at the 
northwestern end of the Mono Basin with the Sierra Nevada Mountains to the west and the Bodie 
Hills to the northeast. Mono Lake dominates the view to the southeast and Conway Summit is 
just a mile to the north. The Conway family ranch site dates back to the 1 870s when the property 
was used to raise cattle for nearby towns. Both temporary and long term camps of hunters and 
farmers have been discovered, indicating that the Conway family was not the first to enjoy this 
beautiful spot. 

The natural meadows, wetlands, and riparian corridor on Conway Ranch provide valuable habitat 
for a wide variety ofwildlife, including the Mono Lake deer herd that uses the property as its 
primary migration route. Over 700 deer travel through or by the land each year. Conway Ranch 
is also habitat for sage grouse, mountain lion, pronghorn antelope, red-tailed hawk, northern 
harrier, great blue heron, and various species of songbirds and waterfowl. 

Conway Ranch serves as a critical component ofthe migration corridor for the Mono Lake mule 
deer herd. The deer leave their higher elevation summer range in the Sierra Nevada before the 
onset ofwinter and move to winter range located in Nevada. Public acquisition ofthe ranch will 
protect the migration corridor from introduced obstructions (e.g., residential development) 
between the Sierra Nevada and western Nevada. 

Mule deer are attracted to the riparian vegetation along Wilson Creek, which traverses Conway 
Ranch for approximately 1.2 miles. Additional riparian vegetation in the area exists along 1.75 
miles of Wilson Creek that crosses public land and along Mill Creek, to the south of Conway 
Ranch. The riparian corridor serves primarily as hiding and resting cover for mule deer, while the 
adjacent bitterbrush/sagebrush vegetation community is a high quality foraging area. The overall 
mule deer habitat quality is exceptionally good. The resources that will be protected by public 
ownership of the ranch extend beyond its boundaries. With increased traffic the widened road 
facilitates, a more significant barrier is created for deer. To prevent creating additional barriers, 
much more of the existing migration route should be acquired. 

There are several perennial freshwater springs on the Conway Ranch property where several 
species of sedges, rushes, and grasses dominate the wet meadow community. The wet meadow 
community includes 139 of the 171 acres of total wetlands on the property. The wet meadows of 
the Mono Basin are extraordinarily rich in butterflies. Several uncommon species ofbutterflies 
have been observed on the ranch property, including the Apache silverspot. The northern bog 
violet is found throughout the wet meadow community and is the larval hostplant of the Apache 
silverspot. 
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Protection ofConway Ranch is needed to maintain the high natural and historic quality of the 
entire Mono Basin. Conway Ranch is clearly visible from both the Mono Basin Scenic Area and 
Mono Lake. The addition ofConway Ranch to Mono County-owned parks, open space, and 
recreation facilities will enhance recreation in the Mono Basin. 

The acquisition ofConway Ranch represents a unique opportunity to the natural qualities of the 
Mono Basin. It is also critical to acquire and preserve a property that has been the target of a 
controversial housing and resort development for many years. Finally, transfer of this property 
into public ownership will provide additional open space and habitat for Mono County, whose 
economic base largely relies on tourist use ofrecreational and wilderness lands. By keeping the 
ranch in its natural state, Mono County will help preserve the historical heritage of the eastern 
Sierra, provide valuable habitat, and maintain the scenic quality that makes the Mono Basin 
unique. Therefore, funding is needed to complete this critical conservation effort. 

b. Sustainability 

Mono County is working with local residents, public agencies, and private organizations to 
prepare specific plans for permanent management of the site. The 1 ,03 I-acre ranch will be 
managed as open space. The County currently maintains parks, campgrounds, and other 
recreational facilities in the area and is ready and able to assume management responsibilities of 
the ranch. Additionally, there is a community and agency effort to plan for management of the 
ranch: the Conway Ranch Evaluation Workgroup (CREW). The CREW is building consensus 
around the long-term management ofthe property and its valuable resources. 

c. Other Benefits and Community Participation 

The acquisition of the Conway Ranch property will provide multiple public benefits. The 
protection and enhancement ofwetland and riparian habitats will attract wildlife and birds, offer 
environmental education opportunities, and provide recreation for residents and visitors alike. 
Visitors to the property will be able to see the historic relics ofthe first settlers of the Mono 
Basin. Travelers on Highway395 will benefit from the scenery on the ranch that would 
otherwise be marred were development plans allowed to go ahead. Due to its location on 
Highway 395, public acquisition of Conway Ranch will provide new opportunities for access to . 
roadside recreation. 

In addition to pursuing the ranch's acquisition, the County is cooperating with the State Water 
Resources Control Board to build agency and community consensus on its long-tenn 
management. The Conway Ranch Evaluation Workgroup (CREW) participants have included 
Mono County, Mono Lake Committee, People for Mono Basin Preservation, Los Angeles 
Department ofWater and Power, State Water Resources Control Board, California Department 
ofParks and Recreation, California Regional Water Quality Control Board, State Lands 
Commission, California Department ofTransportation, US Forest Service, U.S. Bureau of Land 
Management, Southern California Edison, CalTrout, Ducks Unlimited, and the Trust for Public 
Land, among others. 
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The area's natural beauty and wildlife attract thousands ofvisitors and outdoor enthusiasts each 
year. Protection ofopen space and habitat will benefit Mono County's recreation/tourist based 
economy. County plans for Conway Ranch include the possible development of a compatible 
fish rearing facility on a small portion ofthe property. The fish raised there would stock County 
creeks, further stimulating tourism. 

6. EXHffiITS 

a. Statement ofProject Consistency with Plans 

Several public agencies own and manage land in the Mono Basin. Conway Ranch lies just 
outside the Mono Basin Scenic Area, which is managed by the USFS in an effort to preserve the 
unique character ofthe region. BLM and DFG both own land that border the Conway Ranch 
property, and manage it to benefit the deer migration corridor. In general, adjacenHands are 
managed for habitat protection and public recreation. 

b. Project Cost Estimate 

An EEMP grant of $500,000, combined with $300,000, will acquire approximately 250 acres of 
the 1,031-acre Conway Ranch property. 

The current appraised value for the 1 ,031-acre Conway Ranch property is $3.3 million (an 
updated appraisal will be available within three weeks). 

Total Project Funding Secured: 
EEMP (approved 1997) $200,000 
HCF (approved 1997) $492,500 
TPL Land Value Donation $200,000 
NFWP· $100,000 

EEMP Project Funding Request: 
EEMP Request $500,000 
TPL Land Value Donation $200,000 
NFWP $100,000 

~V~L $992 tal $800,000 

A second RCF request for $500,000 is pending. Funding for the balance ofthe project will be 
pursued through the federal Land and Water Conservation Fund (L WCF). 

c. Project Completion/Acquisition Schedule 

TPL is in the process ofpurchasing this property from a willing-seller and as soon as funds 
become available, will sell it to the County. The County can acquire the property in one phase or 
in multiple phases, depending on the requirements and limitations of funding programs. TPL and 
Mono County have entered into a purchase and sale agreement, which will expire in July 1998. 
Sufficient funds or the approval of sufficient funds, are needed by that time in order to secure the 
acquisition of the ranch. The 250 acres discusses in this proposal will be acquired as soon as 
funds become available. 
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h. Project Maps 


See attached Project Maps following this page. 
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c. Project Site Photos 


See attached Project Site Photos following the page. 
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d. Letters ofSupport 


See attached Letters ofSupport following the page. 
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United States Department of the Interior 

FISH AND WILDLIFE SERVICE 
Ventura Fish and Wildlife Office 

2493 Portola Road, Suite B 
Ventura, California 93003 

December 4, 1997 

Douglas P. Wheeler 
Secretary for Resources 
The Resources Agency 
1416 Ninth Street, Suite 1311 
Sacramento, California 95814 

Subject: 	 Endorsement of Proposal to Environmental Enhancement and Mitigation Program 
by The Trust for Public Land for Acquisition ofConway Ranch, Mono County, 
California 

Dear Mr. Wheeler: 

The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (Service) has reviewed the proposal prepared by The Trust 
for PublicI.-and (TPL) for acquisition of the 1031 :-acre Conway Ranch property in Mono County, 
California. The proposal to the Environmental Enhancement and Mitigation (EEM) program 
requests $500,000 to be leveraged against other state and federal funds that have been secured to 
acquire the property and its water rights for public ownership. 

The Service recommends that the EEM program fund this acquisition project because: (1) the site 
supports extensive wetlands and popUlations of sensitive wildlife and plant species, (2) the site is 
vulnerable to land use changes that substantially could degrade its habitat value, and (3) the site 
is included in a collaborative planning process with diverse stakeholder participation to identify 
and implement management goals. 

Conway Ranch features habitat for several sensitive wildlife and plant species, including 
pronghorn antelope, Sierra Nevada mountain beaver, sage grouse, and the plants Mono phacelia, 
Mono Lake Lupine, and Mono buckwheat. These species are designated as Species of Special 
Concern by California Department ofFish and Game, or are rare and endemic to the region. 
Conway Ranch also supports an extraordinarily high butterfly diversity, which is likely a result of 
the rich flora ofhost plants in the wet meadows, and the regional setting at the juxtaposition of 
the Sierra Nevada and Great Basin biogeographical provinces. Many more sensitive species 
probably occur at Conway Ranch, but thorough species inventories have not been conducted for 
almost ten years. 



2 Douglas P. Wheeler 

A delineation of wetlands identified a total of 171 acres of wet meadow, freshwater marsh, 
perennial stream and springs, and riparian scrub wetlands at the site. Additional wet meadow 
could be restored or created at Conway Ranch with careful manipUlation of existing irrigation 
channels. The habitat value of Conway Ranch is magnified further because the site is contiguous 
with other public lands. 

The site is vulnerable to land use changes that could degrade its habitat value substantially and 
eliminate populations of sensitive species. A land development plan that included several 
hundred residences, a golf course, and an artificial lake (through wetland dredging) was proposed 
for the site and proceeded through the planning process up to the point that a Final 
Environmental Impact Report was prepared in 1990. This land development plan is now held in 
abeyance, although it or a similar development could be proposed again under current land use 
designations. 

The proposed project already has and will continue to facilitate cooperation among federal, state, 
local, and private organizations. Many interests converge at Conway Ranch, and a collaborative 
planning process for the site formally began in April 1997. The organizations that participate in 
the plaIining process collectively are known as the Conway Ranch Evaluation Workgroup 
(CREW). Raising funds for acquisition of the site has been a strong catalyst for cooperation 
among the organizations. The Service anticipates future coordination with the CREW to ensure 
that funds from the EEM program are a successful investment of public resources. 

The proposed project will provide environmental. benefits beyond the direct conservation of fish, 
wildlife, and plant resources described above. Conway Ranch features nine archaeological and 
cultural resource sites, and several unusual geological resources (tufa formations). As viewed 
from the higher elevations to the north, the site lies in the foreground of Mono Basin National 
Forest Scenic Area. In addition, U.S. Highway 395, the transportation artery of east-central 
California, passes along the west edge of Conway Ranch, and the site would serve as the first 
publicly owned and managed natural area encountered by visitors passing south over Conway 
Summit into Mono Basin. Tourism and nature-based recreation comprise the largest industry in 
Mono County. 

Please contact David Pritchett of my staff at telephone (805) 644-1766 if we can provide 
additional information about the Conway Ranch project. 

Sincerely, 

Diane K. Noda 
Field Supervisor 



Unrll II Ollec,tor. 
C4·Criafrs: , 
Sally Glines 
Ed loAannlng 

Jim Baelge 
MUI~a'OHls 
Amy HoiII' 
Day, MarQUan 
Tum Solo 

OffiCIO,. Emeriti 
Welen G:run 
1111Iry tlan$~q 
Grace de Laol 
Gennr SIl\I!~ 

EuclIUu Director 
francn Spl..~.W~bel 

S-oulhlu CllIIOlftla 
Olllc& ' 


322 CuIV8! Blvtl. 

Playa Ocl !ley. CA 90a~3 

(310) 5T8·988«, 

011 Ilu IIUI." 
"'1I'.,.mo.ol~~•• oro 

M0:N·O L:.A'K,E 
C 'O';,M >M I :T' T ·.'E E 


, P,O', ~,G~',29 ' " , . 

'Hwy 3::9S'.and TIlirl! 'Street 

Lee vi ning,' CA 93541 

P~ona '(7.1I0)'8';~659S ' 


'F~I (75'0), S4~"3,71 


,Doug'~e,e1er~ S~retary 

Califofnb,."~esoor~''Agency 

1410Nmth St. " ' 

Sa~ento"CA 9'5$14 


December, 1~ 1-997 

Dw"Mr., Wheeler:· 

The':MonciLa.1ce,Coliunittee supports Mono County;s funding r~estthrough 
,the :e~_ ;ED.hanc:ement and Mitigation Program '(EEMP). A'second 
, y~~y;of.~ fUnding -- $200,000 was awarded l~~ - will c;ontribute 
signifi~iy to~ds the purch~ and protection ofme :bighly ,scenic Conway
Rarich'in the lioithM~no'Basin, . 

The:histQnc ran~h .offers·outstaD.ding views ofnatural and:irrigated meadows as 
well:.~·~f:~o~~.raiich l?uildings to 'motopsts t;ravelipg Highway 3'95 in the 
east~.$ierra::~:~dition, the property pro.vides habitat for a Variety ofb~ds 
and '6tb.etiwiidlife· ~ serves as a major migration cOQidor 'for tJte Mono Lake 

. 'deer'IjeCd. OVm: 700' d~ travel 'through the sitlll annu8ny. 

'Pub,ijc;acquisition ofthe'Conway Ranch will help mitigate-the disturbance caused 
by .c~Tt~' 'consttuction ofp~ lanes adjacent to ,he Conw.a.y Ranch'on 
Highway:'j'95~'~~~ection'oftbe ranch will benefit not.o~,'Mono Cot1I;lty and 
MonO ·C~ty'.s ;wil~e, but also the millions of toUrists' arid reereationalists who 
ann~y:p8ss ~oush·the area . . . 

'Th~ ~~nee'urges approval of second-year EEMP furiding for this important 
proJe~i . '. .

'Sineer~y,., ~.
£'."' ........ -W~ . . , c;J-A" ". . 

, . 

',Frances·Spivy,:,\Veoer. . 

.ExeeuJive'Director· '. 


cc: . ROberfWolfe, Califon:tia Tr~ortation Commissi~n 

http:1I'.,.mo.ol


Photo by Andrew Vesselinovitch 

M ule deer rely on Conway Ranch and neighboring public lands for resting, 

foraging, and as an important part of their natural migration corridor from 

higher elevations in the Eastern Sierra to the open range in Nevada. Both of the related 

transportation projects directly impact the area's well-known wildlife migration route. 

EEMP funds are needed for the protection of the cultural, visual, and critical wildlife 

habitat resources contained on the ranch. ~ 



Top photo by Nelson Mathews. Bottom photo by Andrew Vesselinovitch 

I n addition to protecting the 

land's critical wildlife 

habitat, EEMP funds will help 

maintain the historic character 

of the area. The 1,031-acre 

project site is comprised of two 

ranches - Mattly and Conway. 

The Mattly and Conway families 

worked and lived on the land as 

part of the area's American 

settlement. 'i' 



Photo by Nelson MatheWs 

Conway Ranch has an approved development plan calling for the construction of 

600 housing units and other facilities on the property. EEMP funds, combined 

with funds from other sources, are needed to acquire and permanently protect the area's 

natural migration corridor and habitat from incompatible development. In addition to 

providing habitat protection, the acquisition of Conway Ranch will also maintain the 

natural integrity of the area's expansive open space and afford travelers and residents with 

new opportunities for roadside recreation. 'i 
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T he related transportation projects, the construction of passing lanes on Highw.ay 
395 at Conway Summit and near Cemetery Road, require cutting into the area's 
prominent hillsides and the displacement of habitat. In addition to disrupting the 

area's mu1e deer migration corridor, the construction projects also negatively impact the 
Mono Basin's spectacular natural landscape. The acquisition and protection of Conway 
Ranch provides additional mitigation for the impacts resu1ting from construction of 395. 

Photos by Jim Stimson 

http:Highw.ay


Photo by Nelson Mathews 

V isitors from allover California, the United States, and the world travel Highway 

395 to enjoy the spectacular beauty of the Mono Basin and Mono Lake 

according to Caltrans, an estimated 3,000 vehicles travel this particular stretch of Highway 

395 everyday. Development of Conway Ranch would permanently damage the natural 

beauty that draws so many. Approximately $1 million in public and private funds 

(including a $200,000 EEMP grant last year) has been secured for the acquisition of 

Conway Ranch, all in recognition of the property's outstanding wildlife habitat and open 

space resources. EEMP funding this year will contribute towards the County's acquisition 

of the entire 1,031-acre ranch. ~ 
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SITE MAP 

f......i Conway Ranch Property 



STATE OF CALIFORNIA·BUSINESS ,TRANSP' .·\TION AND HOUSING AGENCY 

DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION 
500 South Main Street 
BISHOP. CA 93514 

October 27, 1997 

File: Conway Ranch 

Secretary for Resources 
1416 Ninth Street, Suite 1311 
Sacramento, California 95814 

Subject: Environmental Enhancement and Mitigation Project 

The following information is provided regarding the construction of a new transportation facility or 
the enhancement of an existing transportation facility, to assist in the review of a proposed Environmental 
Enhancement and Mitigation Program (EEMP) grant entitled Conway RanchIWilson Creek Riparian 
Habitat Lands. 

The related transportation project is described as "Near Bridgeport, from 0.4 mile north to 1.6 miles 
north of Virginia Lakes Road (Mno 395 P.M. 63.9/65.1 )." It is located approximately two air-miles from 
the Conway Ranch Project. Construction was completed in 1993. 

The proposed EEMP Project does not provide the same environmental mitigation or enhancements 
required by the transportation project. The mitigation required for the construction project was to minimize 
the visual impact of the cut slopes and to avoid wetlands. 

Since the EEMP Project involves purchase of hind only and is located some distance from the 
transportation project, it has no effect on the transportation project and it does not interfere with the 
operation or safety of it. 

The EEMP Project is located approximately one-half mile from the nearest State highway, it does not 
interfere with any improvementS of any State Highway including the related transportation project. 

The District has no other concerns about this EEMP Project. If you have any questions, feel free to 
call me at 760-872-0681. 

~~~ 
RICHARD L. KIZER 
Local Assistance Engineer 
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RESOLUTION NO. 97 -64 
BOARD OF SUPERVISORS. COUNTY OF MONO 

RESOLUTION OF THE BOARD OF SUPERVISORS, COUNTY OF MONO 

APPROVING THE APPLICATION FOR GRANT FUNDS FOR THE 


ENVIRONMENTAL ENHANCEMENT AND MITIGATION PROGRAM 

UNDER THE SECTION 164.36 OF THE STREETS AND mGHWAYS CODE 


FOR THE FOLLOWING PROJECT: 

CONWAY RANCH 


WHEREAS, the Legislature of the State of California has enacted AB471 
(Chapter 106 of the Statutes of 1989), which is intended to provide $10 million annually 
for a period of 10 years for grant funds to local, state and federal agencies and nonprofit 
entities for projects to enhance and mitigate the environmental impacts of modified or 
new public transportation facilities; and 

WHEREAS, the Resource Agency has established the procedures and criteria 
for reviewing grant proposals and is required to submit to the California Transportation 
Commission a list of recommended projects from which the grant recipients will be 
selected; and 

WHEREAS, said procedures and criteria established by the Resources Agency 
require a resolution certifying the approval of application by the applicant's governing 
body before submission of said application to the State; and 

WHEREAS, the application contains assurances that the applicant must comply 
with, and 

WHEREAS, the applicant, if selected, will enter into an agreement with the 
State of California to carry out the environmental enhancement and mitigation project. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Board of Supervisors of 
the County ofMono: 

1) Approves the filing of an application for the Environmental Enhancement and 
Mitigation Program for grant assistance. 

2) Certifies that said applicant will make adequate provisions for operation and 
maintenance of the project. 

3) Appoints Daniel Lyster, Grants Administrator, as agent of Mono County to 
execute and submit all documents which may be necessary for the completion of the 
aforementioned grant application process. 
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APPROVED AND ADOPTED this__2_nd___day of December, 199~y 
the following vote of said board: 

A)1ES: Supervisors Farnetti, Inwood, Lawrence, Ronci and Rowan 

NOES: None. 

ABSENT: None. 

ABSTAIN: None. -;;;; L-otz;. 
Tom Farnetti, Chairman 
BOARD OF SUPERVISORS 
COUNTY OF MONO 

ATTEST: APPROVED TO FORM: 

~d Marshall S. Rudolph 
Deputy Clerk of the Board County Counsel 


